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SINGAPORE to BALI 

NOV. 21- DECЮШ12, 2024 

Great ready as this is a long read! 

Weôve certainly done a lot of travel but this was a 

different type of trip for us.  We have enjoyed 

several Viking River cruises in Europe and that company also has smaller ocean  cruise ships 

with <1000 passengers that follow the same business model.  The cruises are all inclusive, adults 

only, no casino, art sales or other ways to tap your wallet.  When we originally booked this 

cruise, it was supposed to leave from near Bangkok [BKK].  We took the cruise w/o Vikingôs 

supposed discounted air package so I would have control over what airlines we flew on.  It 

would make no sense to fly this far [over 22k miles] and not get any credit for it.  Besides, I like 

my ñfreeò access to better seats, lounges, boarding groups, etc. from my status with AA that 

carries over to One World Alliance carriers.  However, a few months after we booked, the 

starting point changed to Singapore.  Turns out the ship, Viking Venus, operated in Europe thru 

the early fall.  It was supposed to travel east thru the Suez Canal and Red Sea, but the Houthi 

rebels in Yemen were attacking ships in the Red Sea.  As a result, the Viking Venus  had to sail 

around Africa, which took longer and changed the start of the cruise to Singapore [SIN].  I found 

a website that tracks the location of every cruise ship worldwide and followed the ship down the 

west coast of Africa, around the Cape of Good Hope and into the Indian Ocean.  I wrote this 

preamble on 11/13 when the ship was at the island country of Mauritius.  Once on board, I was 

surprised to learn that Viking had in fact canceled two cruises and the ship sailed for 35 days 

with no passengers except for nine construction workers and a limited crew of about 300.   

I could have changed our outbound flights to SIN.  However, Carol had never been to BKK.  I 

was there back in 2004 on my first RTW trip.  We were scheduled to arrive there two days before 

the cruise embarked so we could tour BKK and we decided to stay with that.  Viking gave us a 

$600 on-board credit for the inconvenience and that basically covered our airfare between BKK 

& SIN. [More on this later.] 

Thursday 11/21/24 

Because this was a long trip, we didnôt park at a SEPTA station.  Instead, we left the house at 

120PM, walked to the corner and took the #55 bus to  Noble Station, and then got on a train there 

to Center City.  We waited a bit at Jefferson for the next airport train.  We arrived at PHL at  

318PM.  Weôve flown to Doha [DOH] Qatar several times before but it was on Qatar Airways.  

Now, the flight from PHL was on AA, which is better for us.  The flight to DOH is scheduled for 

12ô 20ò so we went for premium economy seats.  I could not check-in at home and the AA agent 

at PHL had trouble as well. She said something had changed but didnôt say what.  Turns out that 

for our 2nd flight on Qatar [QR], the equipment changed and now we had different and separate 

seats.   
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The 787-9 for DOH only had 21 premium economy seats in three rows of xx-xxx-xx.  While I 

am frequently upgraded for free on domestic flights, there is a different scheme for intôl flights.  

As part of my AA status, I receive two System Wide Upgrades certificates annually that can be 

used on intôl flights on a space available basis.  I checked a week before the flight and there were 

five seats still available in business class.  However, they were gone by the time we checked in. 

We used the AA lounge in PHL located between B&C as the major one in A has been closed for 

remodeling since 2022.  It is finally supposed to reopen next year.  From there, I could see this 

AA Airbus in the historic PSA paint scheme.Ш This day the B/C lounge was totally packed and it 

only had snack food the whole time we were there.  On previous visits, there was more of a meal 

service at dinner time.  I used the time to look at the seat map for the QR flight from DOH to 

BKK.  However, to do that I needed to download the QR app and that  required a two-step 

verification [I call it the Texas two-step].  Sorry, I cannot do that while online to a web site so I 

needed to try it again with Carol getting the message with the verification code.  When I finally 

was into the QR app, I learned that the airline has six, yes six, different versions of the 777.  

Eventually, I found one that matched our seats and that can carry 339 passengers in two classes 

of service.  Our flight to DOH was scheduled for 745PM and left on time.  We had two seats 

together on the right side of the 787.  However, we took off to the south and then made a looping 

turn over South Jersey before heading to the NE out over the Atlantic Ocean. 

The plane took a more southern route across 

the pond while we were served dinner and I 

binge watched episodes from Blue Bloodôs 

14th season before falling asleep.  Land fall 

was in northern Portugal and then across 

Spain and the Med till Egypt.  We flew over a 

bit of the Red Sea before turning east and 

flying across Saudi Arabia.  The last time we 

flew to DOH on QR that country was having 

issues with the Saudis and the flight followed 

the shorter route in the map on page 1.    

Friday 11/22/24 



Ο 
 

It was a long overnight flight with a significant time change.  It was getting dark as we landed at 

1630 and that was 20 minutes late.  We had to go thru a security check when we landed and I 

was forced to removed my plastic watch and my belt to get thru.  However, when I was standing 

by the conveyor an agents asked if ñthis moneyò was mine. NO, but I said yes and got 69 cents.   

DOH airport is currently the most highly rated one in the world and is only 10 years old.Ш

There is one yuge terminal with various concourses, and scores of high-end stores.  We werenôt 

there to shop and just headed to the QR lounge near Gate A1.  We had been there before.  I took a 

shower and got some food before settling in a few hours as our flight to BKK wasnôt till 2045. 

This flight was on a 777-300ER.  Originally we had two seats together but now I was in 17A 

[window seat] while Carol was on the other side of the plane in 18H [aisle seat].   We were 

served dinner soon after we took off.Ш  I wasnôt sure  what some of food was.  I wasnôt tired and 
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binge watched the first season of Young Sheldon including the pilot that I had never seen before.  

In one episode, a NASA scientist visited Sheldonôs H.S. and said space launches were very 

expensive.  Sheldon asked why doesnôt NASA have reusable booster rockets. The scientist said it 

was not possible.  Sheldon set out to proof him wrong.  He mailed his findings to NASA but got 

no replay.  His father drove him to Houston and Sheldon presented his findings to the scientist 

who said it was theoretically possible but beyond NASAôs technical abilities [at that time].  The 

TV show is set in 1989 mind you.  The show cut to a cameo of Elon Musk watching the first 

time Space-Xôs reusable booster landed on a barge in 2016.  The scene ended with Elon reading 

the notebook Sheldon wrote about this many years before.  Eventually I feel asleep. 

Saturday 11/23/2024 

This flight basically flew 

to the east crossing India 

before heading more to 

the SE.  Approaching 

BKK, the ground seemed 

more like  water than 

land.  I could not tell for 

sure because it was still 

dark but it seemed these 

were rice patties.  This was my 2nd time to Bangkok, the first being on my 2004 RTW trip. Back 

then I landed at the Don Mueang airport.  This time we landed at Suvarnabhumi, which has been 

the intôl airport since 2006 at 0625.  UGH!  We cleared immigration and customs and made it to 

baggage claim.  We were in no hurry but this didnôt take very long. 

We headed to the train that runs from BKK airport to the downtown area.  I went to pay the fare 

but the sign said CASH ONLY.  So, I left Carol 

there and went to find an ATM that took some time.  

I withdrew 1500BHT [$50] from our Fidelity 

account.  I was charged a 220BHT fee but Fidelity 

rebated that.  Back at the ticket window, the fare to 

the end of the line was 45BHT each [$1.50]. 

Instead of a ticket we got a round plastic token.  We 

tapped on and the exit gate kept the token as we 

left.  The ride to Phaya Thai took 26 minutes.  

There we walked to the BTS Sky Train station that 

had a different fare system. It offered an all-day 

ticket for 150BHT [$5] each.  I paid with cash 

money but could have used a card.  We rode two stops to Siam, a major station, where we 

transferred to another line and rode that one stop to National Stadium.  This was a complex of 

sports facilities and I booked a HI Express that was a short walk from that station. 
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Our room was not ready but they held our bags.  It was about 0930 when we left the hotel.  We 

headed to the Chao Phraya River that runs thru the city.  We missed the stop and had to back 

track one station.  Bye the station was a Buddhist temple.  It was free to enter but you had to 

remove your shoes so only Carol went in.  We walked towards to where the river boats stopped 

and were approached by a taut with a sign offering two different river cruises.  He took us to the 

stop only to find it was cash only ï the tour would be been 1000BHT for both of us.  Another 

tour desk said they would take US money.  How Much?  $32.  Carol had that but they would not 

accept it because we had $20+$5+$7.  Lady say only big bills.  So we walked away 

disappointed.  I went to where we could sit and see the river and a man approached us.  He was 

the manager of another boat line.  His boat was only 40BHT [$1.33] each but he told us that the 

royal palace was closed that day and said to come back tomorrow. 

We walked back to the BTS station and rode a few stops exiting at a mall.  

There were pop-up street food stands so I went to see them.  One was selling ñcorn juiceò.  When 

we left the mall, we tried to ride the MRT, its subway, 

but it had yet another fare system.  How stupid!  

BKK has three transit lines, each with its own fare 

scheme.  By this point, we were both hungry so I 

suggested we go to a cluster of malls by the Siam 

station.  We went in the Siam Discovery Mall and up 

two levels to a whole floor of food stalls and sit 

down restaurants. Almost all of the signage was in 
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English.  We walked around to see what our choices were and picked BHC chicken but it would 

not take a card.  We ended up in Petite Audrey Cafe, a 

French style bistro.  However, its menu included pizza, 

Thai, European and other food.  We had appetizer food 

with a 15 layer cake for dessert.  Dinner cost 1190BHT 

[$34.50].  It was 1515 when we back to the hotel and 

we got our room that was on the 20th floor facing the 

stadiums.  We laid down for a nap expecting to get up 

and attend a 1730 mass at a near bye church but that 

didnôt happen.  We slept thru till the next AM.  

 Sunday 11/24/2024 

The included breakfast was a buffet on the 7th floor with mostly Asian food.  This was the view 

of the National Stadium complex. We checked out and walked to the SkyTrain and bought 
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another all day ticket.  We rode for several stops and exited to walk to the 930AM Mass [in 

English] at Holy Redeemer Church.  We saw wires like this in several places.Ш It was a large open 

area church with a large Buddha-like statute of Christ.  We 

should have walked back where we got off the SkyTrain 

but instead made a long walk around a large park to 

another station.  Turns out it was by the mall we had been 

at the day before.  We rode a few stops and exited by the 

river.  As we were walking to the boat, Kevin helped a 

couple 

from 

Brazil.  

We paid 

40 BHT 

[$1.33] each 

and could get 

off at any stop along the river.  We rode to the one for the Grand 

Palace.  Not knowing what to expect, wearing short and 

refusing to remove his shoes, Kevin 

stayed down in the air conditioned 

underground concourse while Carol 

went to the Palace.  While he was 

sitting there, some high school students came up to him to ask 

questions in English .  

The site was completely enclosed with 10-12 feet exterior walls.  

Inside you needed to pay 300 BHT [$8.72], fortunately a ticket 

machine took a credit card.  It was incredible.  Numerous buildings 

were made of tiny colored and mirrored tiles that glittered in the 

sunlight.  The center piece was the Temple of the Emerald Buddha.  

After almost 3-hours, we left and got on another river boat -this time 

for only 30 BHT and went to Wat Arun ï Temple of Dawn.  Carol 
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climbed it and was surrounded by numerous women dressed up in rented traditional Thai apparel 

to have their picture taken again and again.  By the time Carol was done and we waited for 

another river boat, we were late.  We rode the SkyTrain back to the hotel to get our luggage and 

then rode to SkyTrain to the airport train.  It was mad dash to get to the airport.  

We had two choices to fly from BKK - SIN on One World carriers: Cathay Pacific or Malaysian 

[MH].  CP only had one afternoon flight a day.  MH has certainly had its issues.  One of its flight 

was shot down over the Ukraine and folks are still looking for MH370.  MH had several flights 

that all required a connection in Kuala Lumpur [KL].  However, their last flight of the day from 

BKK was very interesting so we went with that.  I had booked business class seats.  

We checked in for MH 0781 and after clearing security and immigration made it to the Miracle 

Lounge to await the flight.  We boarded the 737-800 after 7PM 

and took off about 830PM and landed at 2330 but that included 

a + one hour time change.  We were served a full meal enroute.  

We landed in Terminal 1 where we thought we booked an 

airside hotel for the night.  We were misdirected several times 
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but finally found that the hotel was actually in a satellite terminal only reachable by bus.  It took 

a while for the bus and then we were packed in with many other passengers.  The hotel charged 

by the hour.  I booked it for 12-hours and it cost $115.  I should have booked it for 9-hours.  It 

was a decent room.  We tried to go to sleep but the TV kept turning on.  About 1AM, I finally 

called the front desk and they sent someone to the room to turn it OFF.   

Monday 11/25/2024 

We got up at 630AM and quickly left the airside hotel.  Since we were flying business class, we 

could use a special MH transfer desk.  We went down to the lower level and boarded an upscale 

bus for the transfer to T1.  However, after a few minutes we were asked if we were connecting? 

Yes. Then we were directed to leave the bus and were transferred by a private car.  That was real 

nice.  Once in T1, we had to go thru 

security where Carol was forced to 

give up the small pair of scissors that 

she has traveled with for the last 40 

years.  Next we headed to the MHôs 

Golden Lounge that was nice 

although I have seen better airport 

lounges.  We left at 810AM for a 

short walk to G2 where there were 

many folk waiting to board.  There were more folks then what our 737 would carry.  I saw there 

were two check-in lines and assumed that we could use the shorter one given we were in biz 

class.  However, there were in fact two flights boarding from the same gate [G2 & G2A].  The 

other flight was on Batik Air Malaysia, which is part of the Lion Air Group from Indonesia. 

We finally boarded an older 737-800 with a smaller business section.  There were only 12 seats 

and five of them were empty.  We took off to the north towards KUL. There were palm 

plantations next to the airport.  Over 45% of Malaysia is covered with these trees from which 

palm oil is obtained.  Malaysia is the 2nd largest producer of this oil after Indonesia.  The plane 

turned to the south and soon was flying down Malaysiaôs west coast.  It was a short flight ï only 

45 minutes [190 miles].  We came to the west coast of Singapore and turned left to fly along the 
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bottom of the island and then looped around to land at Terminal 2 of Singaporeôs Changi Airport, 

which is the major transportation hub in SE Asia. 

Singapore [SG] is a small city-state.  It is one large and 

about 60 smaller islands with a total area a bit smaller than 

NYC.  The population is about 6 million with 74% being 

overseas Chinese, 14% Malay, 9% Indian and 3% various 

ex-pats.  It was long a British colony and then was part of 

Malaysia from 1963 ï 1965.  From that point, it was run by 

a benevolent totalitarian government that fostered economic 

development at the expense of personal liberty.  There was 

no free speech and it was known as a FINE city.  There are 

punitive fines for chewing gum, jaywalking and draconian 

fines for having drugs, weapons, etc.  Still it came to be an 

economic powerhouse; it is now one of the worldôs major 

financial centers and its port is the 2nd largest in the world. 

Terminal 2 was not as nice at T1 that I have flown thru before.  This was my 3rd trip to SIN and 

Carolôs 2nd.  My first trip was a stop on my first RTW trip back in Nov. 2004.  My 2nd trip and 

Carolôs 1st was an 8-day whirl-wind RTW trip in 2006.  That time we flew JFK -FRA - SIN - 

EWR on Singapore Airlines.  The return was an 18.5 hour, non-stop flight on a now obsolete 

A340-500.  At that time, it was the worldôs longest scheduled flight.  The immigration process 

was totally automated. We had to complete an online arrival card [SGAC] in the terminal from 

my phone.  I was not aware of this requirement.  We could have done it in advance.  Our luggage 

was on the belt; we cleared customs and were there. 

I had hoped to see some Viking personnel in their red shirts, thinking I could talk our way on to a 

shuttle to the ship.  If we had bought the air from them, transfers were included.  Not seeing 
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them, we headed to the MRT, the extensive transit system in SG.  There was no train that went 

directly to the Harbour Center, but we could get there with two connections.  Given we had been 

told that we could not board the ship until 5PM, we bought all day transit passes for S$17 each 

[$25.17 for both].  Like in Europe, my AMTRAK Mastercard would not work so I used my 

Fidelity Debit card.  We had been told we could drop off our luggage and then go explore SG.  

The MRT lines are color coded and the stops were numbered so it was EZ to use.  We took the 

Green line to the Blue line to the Purple line and arrived at Harbour Center just before 1PM.  

From the MRT, we exited into a mall before coming to the ferry & ship terminal.  The Viking 

Venus was the only cruise ship there but there was a constant arrival and departure of small, high-

speed passenger ferries that went to nearby Indonesian islands and perhaps Malaysia.  The name 

of one ferry company was SINDO, a combination of the two country names. 

Eventually, we came to someone with a VIKING sign who directed us to where we could drop 

off our four bags.  From there, we went up to check-in and, to our great surprise, were told we 

could board the ship.  Turns out the ship had arrived in SG earlier that morning instead of at 4PM 

as we were told by email a week before left.  However, to board the ship we were in fact leaving 

SG so we had to go thru Immigration again.  Once on board, we immediately went to have lunch 

in the World Cafe [a buffet] and then to our room [5091].  A week before the trip, Viking offered 

us the chance to upgrade to a better room for $598 and we took it.  This was $000s less than had 

we booked at the higher level cabin.  The room was 350sf with a king-size bed, a small couch 

and two chairs.  All rooms have a sliding door window to a private balcony.  Carol said she 

wanted to stay on board. 

I decided to leave the ship and this was not EZ because basically it was the same as entering SG 

at SIN.  I put my passport into the machine but it was rejected saying there was no SGAC.  I had 

printed out a copy of the one we did at the airport using the PC on the ship.  I showed this to an 

Immigration official but was told it expired.  How?  I just got here.  Turns out it was only good 

for one arrival.  I was directed to a terminal to complete another one but had issues completing 

the form.  I complained to another official, but this man said come with him.  He took me to a 

different machine. I put my passport in and I entered SG.  I thought I was done, but then had to 

clear customs.  Unfortunately, a ferry from Indonesia had just arrived and there were at least 50 

folks in line in front of me.  Every bag had to be x-rayed and everyone had to walk thru a metal 

detector.  This whole process took almost 25 minutes.  I walked thru the mall to see what was 

there and then headed to the cable car that went to Sentosa.  This is a resort island that is SGôs 

DisneyWorld. 

The normal fare was S$35 but I got an S$8 discount by showing my transit card.  I boarded the 

ride that first went the other way to Mt. Faber.  I exited there to check the view and then 

reboarded the cable car that passed thru a 16-story building before passing over the harbor [and 
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the Venus]. I had great views of the harbor and off in the distance the downtown area.  On the 

island, I got off and walked to another cable car that made a loop that took 21 miles.  Carol and I 

had been on this island back in 2006 and there were only a few things then.  Now, there were zip 

lines, bungee jumps and other rides.  Back on the cable car,  I took this picture of the ship.  

 

I stopped while passing thru the mall to buy some Diet Cokeôs for Carol and some Italian lemon 

sodas for me.  The ship had Coke Zero, not her favorite and there was no Dr. Pepper anywhere.  I 

had to go thru security and then immigration to re-board the ship.  Oh, I forgot to mention from 

the terminal it was several 00 yards down the pier to where you turned and then walked half the 

length of the ship till the gangway up to the ship. 

FYI ï The Viking Venus was the delivered in 2021 as the 7th in what will be a class of 13 identical 

ships.  It was built in Ancona, Italy, a city that Carol & I visited back in 2016.  As cruise ships go 

these days, it is quite small ï just 745ô long and carrying a max of 968 passengers.  There were 

only 860 on this cruise.  However, for most of the passengers [us included] the size of the ship 

was a positive not a negative.  Serving us was a crew of 454 from over 50 [mostly 2nd world] 

countries.  The largest numbers were from Indonesia and the Philippines.  The ship and hotel 

officers were almost all European.  At the welcome briefing, the cruise director told us of some 

of the usual questions he has received from guests.  Does the crew sleep on-board?  Does the 

ship makes its own electricity?  How small does your face have to be to get the mini-facial?  The 

majority of the passengers on board were American.  At one meal, we spoke with folks from 

California that flew west to SIN while we flew east. Between us. we almost flew around the 

world.  Also on board were: Aussies, Kiwis, Canadians and a few folks from India and SE Asia.  

A surprising % of those from USA and Canada were of Asian heritage. 

We went to dinner early.  The ship has the buffet previously mentioned, a regular sit down 

restaurant and two small upscale eateries.  However, unlike other cruise lines there was no cost 

for the upscale places.  But you needed to have a reservation.  We got two with the initial room 

we booked and then two more with the upgraded room.  Unfortunately, I forgot I booked one for 

the very first night.  Instead we ate at the buffet, and called it an early night.  The ship remained 

docked in SG overnight. 
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Tuesday 11/26/2024 

With Carol having her protein shake for breakfast, I went to 

the buffet myself.  I bought my Dickeyôs large yellow cup 

so I could make iced tea.  I took a whole plate of food from 

the line when I saw someone else had a waffle.  Where did 

you get that?  In the center under a cover.  So, I went back 

and got one too.  Viking provides an included tour at each 

port and today we had Panorama SG.  This was a 3.5 hour 

guided bus tour.  But first, we had to leave the ship and that 

meant going thru immigration and customs again.  We had 

to complete yet another SGAC.  Luckily, the Viking folks 

staggered the times so that there were only about 50 passengers going thru this process at the 

same time.  We were met by our guide carrying the familiar Viking red lollipop stick.  Our group 

was #21.  The tour was a mix of narration as we passed certain sites and talk about local history, 

and two stops when 

we exited the bus.  

The first stop was at 

Marina Bay where 

we saw what was 

the original harbor 

area and now has 

these upscale 

buildings.  The 

second was a 

walking tour of SGôs 

Chinatown.  There 

we were taken to a food court. The guide said that the food court was invented in SG.  He bought 

everyone a beverage at one stand and one of the other passengers treated all of us to a Chinese 

dumpling from another food hawker [local word for these stands]. 

We walked 

down several 

streets of 

Chinese stores 

before re-

boarding the 

bus.  On the 

way back to the 

ship, we drove 

bye the famous 



ΝΠ 
 

Raffles Hotel where the Singapore Sling drink was invented.  We took time to walk thru the mall 

at the Harbour Center and were able to buy some Christmas presents and more Diet Cokes for 

Carol.  We had to go thru Immigration and security 2x [once in the terminal and then again to 

board the ship].  Later, I went up on desk as the ship left SG around 5PM [oddly the ship does 

not use a 24 hr. clock] for a 563 nautical mile sail to Phuket Thailand.  Phuket was not on the 

original itinerary [left] but was added after the start of the cruise was changed to SG. 

On board, were several retired college professors from Australia and NZ who gave informative 

lectures thru out the cruise.  I attended one on Singapore -A Success Story.  As folks entered the 

Star Theater, staff gave us a Singapore Sling drink ï I had two.  The free drinks were repeated 

several times during the cruise.  There was free beer & wine with lunch and dinner.  There was a 

Silver drink package available offering unlimited drinks and upscale wine but it cost $25 per day 

and both people in the room needed to have it.  For this cruise, that would amount to $650 and 

hardly worth it given weôre not big liquor drinkers.  Oh, I should mentioned that our upgraded 

room included a mini bar that was restocked daily.  I regularly made myself ñfreeò gin & vodka 

tonics. 

For dinner, we went back to the buffet that is on both sides and across the stern of the ship. We 

went back on the port side.  I was told the food was the same 

on both sides.  But I saw someone with king crab legs.  Where 

did you get them?  On the other side.  Turned out the entrees 

and side dishes were the same, but the seafood bar was sushi 

on the port side vs. crab, shrimp, scallops, etc. on the other.  

The other side also had a working ice machine and served 

pizza so we switched to the starboard side for the rest of cruise. 

At 9PM, it was time for the welcome reception.  We were given a glass of sparkling German 

wine as we entered.  We were introduced to the senior officers and staff.  The captain was 

Swedish.  This was followed by the nightly show featuring the Viking Vocalists [two UK 

couples] that performed Duet songs. 

 Wednesday 11/27/2024 

This was a whole day at sea as the Viking Venus continued to sail north up the Straits of 

Malacca.  We could not see the land and despite this being one of the worldôs busiest waterways, 
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we only saw one small local boat and a freighter.  We used the time to further explore the ship.  

The shipôs three stores were open selling jewelry and expensive Nordic clothing plus some gifts. 

The resident historian gave an iconic lecture on the History of Thailand.  This was followed by a 

presentation on Vikingôs Ocean Cruises.  After that presentation, I met briefly with the Travel 

Consultant to review our accommodations on our next two Viking cruises.  In Feb. 2025, we will 

travel around the bottom of South America from Santiago Chile to Buenos Aires, Argentina with 

a stop in the Falklands.  In late April 2025, we will cruise the Great Lakes from Milwaukee to 

Toronto.  For lunch we tried the Pool Grill.  I had a cheese steak sandwich that was VG and 

different from a Philly cheese steak.  I took a nap in the afternoon while Carol attended the port 

talk for Phuket.  Before dinner in the sit-down restaurant, we attended a lecture on WWII & the 

Making of SE Asia.  I was unaware that in many of the former European colonies, the Japanese 

soldiers were initially welcomed as liberators.  The dinner dress code was elegant casual, so I 

had to change to a collared shirt and long pants.  Otherwise, I wore shorts since our arrival in 

BKK.  Still, there were no formal nights during the cruise.  After dinner, I spent several hours at 

the available PCs and wrote up some of the activity from the prior days.  Going to bed, we had to 

set our clocks back an hour to Thailand time that is +7 hours vs. GMT or +12 hrs. from EST. 

Thursday 11/28/2024 

Itôs Thanksgiving here, a half day before the same back home.  Overnight, the ship arrived at 

Phuket, Thailand.  The Viking Venus anchored offshore and we went 

ashore by local tender boats that held about 100 passengers.  We were 

assigned to bus 28 and were told to be in the Star Theater before 

940AM.  I stopped at Guest Services to get copies of our passports.  We 

were told we need to have them with us but no one asked to see them.  

There were Immigration officials on the dock as we landed in a beach 

area but they did nothing.  I had given some thought about maybe going 

swimming but learned that there was no place to change.  Plus the weather was not so good as it 

was very cloudy all day with scattered rain showers.  We meet our guide and walked maybe .5 

km to the bus thru a busy neighborhood full of bars. 
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I was NOT impressed with Phuket, despite it being Thailandôs premier beach resort.  Yes, there 

were supposedly ***** resorts and upscale shopping, but most of it was 00s of stores and stalls.  

These haphazardly lined the sides of the roads.  Some were quite unsightly; others were dirty 

while others were abandoned.  There were more than a few buildings that were never finished.  It 

reminded me of what I saw in Bulgaria when I lived there back in 2011-2012.  Add to this 000s 

of scooters and food hawkers and you get the picture.  We had the included Phuket Panorama 

tour that included three stops.  For the first, the bus drove to the extremely southern end of the 

island to see a light house and a shrine to elephants.  The next stop was at a temple complex.  I 

saw men go in wearing shorts [as I was] but you had to removed your shoes and I donôt do 

barefoot.  Carol did go in.  This was the crematorium.  

The third stop was the 

most interesting ï a 

factory that processes 

cashews.  This nut 

grows at the bottom of a 

tree fruit and it is picked 

when the edible fruit is 

ripe.  The nut goes thru 

extensive manual 

processing and we saw 

this in the factory.  

There were about 20 

different flavored cashews available.  I donôt eat nuts but did taste a few small bits.  Carol liked 

the chocolate covered ones and bought a jar of them for 140 BHT [$4.66] using the money we 

had left over from BKK.  We left the factory at 2PM, which is when we were supposed to be 

back from the tour.  It then took over 1ô 30ò to get back to the beach and then another half hour to 

tender back to the boat.  We finally were back onboard just after 4PM. 
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So, all total we were gone over six hours with no food.  I complained to the officers that 

welcomed us on-board.  As soon as we were on-board, we raced to the Pool Grill for something 

to eat as the buffet was closed till dinner.  At 430PM, it was time for the almost daily port talk for 

Friday.  However, the Cruise Director was standing outside the Star Theater as I entered and I 

told him how bad the tour was.  I said if you are going to send folks ashore for six hours you 

need to include a box lunch.  Turns out this was the first time that Viking stopped at Phuket. 

After the port talk, we had an appointment with the ñTravel Consultantò  to talk about future 

cruises.  We looked at two and booked an eastern Med cruise for next August from Venice to 

Athens. We got an  extra discount for booking it on board, plus our prior guest discount and used 

two $200 vouchers Carol purchased at 50% discount on a French River Cruise back in July.  This 

brought the final cost down to $12,398 w/o air. 

We attended the dayôs guest lecture on Malaysiaôs Balancing Act.  It was a very informative look 

at how race, religion and politics interact there.  The country is about 60% Muslim Malay & 

indigenous folks, 25% Overseas Chinese [some of which are also Muslim] and 7% Indian [some 

of which are also Muslim].  The traditionally the Chinese have led the economy and the Indians 

have been the administrators.  The Malays control the government and have special privileges by 

law. 

The Viking Daily said that Thanksgiving Dinner would be served in the World Cafe.  I had a 

piece of turkey and cranberry sauce and then went for the king crab legs and the veal schnitzel, 

etc.  Tonight, we set our clocks ahead [back] to Malaysian time [same as SG] while the ship 

cruised 209 nautical miles to George Town on the Malaysian Island of Penang. 

Friday 11/29/2024 

This was another port call added when the origination changed to SG.  Penang is Malaysiaôs 2nd 

largest city and given it position at the top of the Straits of Malacca, it has been an important port 

and trading center for centuries.  Here, the overseas 

Chinese are the largest ethnic group making up over 

50% of the population of the island.  A local named 

Jimmy Choo who makes very expensive womanôs 

shoes was born here.  Unlike at Phuket, Viking Venus 

was docked at a pier that had a terminal building.  So, 

we just exited the ship and had walk a short distance to 

the waiting busses for the included A Snapshot of 



ΝΥ 
 

George Town tour.  George Town was founded by the British in 1786 and is now an UNESCO 

World heritage site.  Our first stop was on a street 

where the row houses showed how the building styles changed over time.  We continued walking 

thru streets filled stores, some small businesses and a Chinese temple celebrating its 100 

anniversary,. We came to the edge of the land where there was the Chew Jetty.  This is where 

long ago Chinese immigrants, who were related, built houses over the water. 
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Back on the bus, we stopped to see one of the two 

bridges from Penang to the mainland. This bridge was built in 1985 and is a 13.5-kms. (8.4-mile) 

long.  There is an even longer bridge at the southern end of the island.  We passed by an area 

with many schools and came to the largest Chinese temple on the island that was built into the 

side of a small mountain.  Elsewhere on the island [and on another tour] was the Penang Hill 

Railway that uses a funicular over 2kms. to climb to 2268ô.  Part of the route passes thru a tunnel 

that at 27.9Á is the steepest funicular tunnel in the world.  I would have liked to see that. 

We were back on the ship by 2PM.  At 3PM it set sail for Port Klang, also 209 nautical miles to 

the south.  At 530PM, we attended a reception for those who have 

traveled with Viking before after which there was a lecture on 

Megastructures in Southeast Asia.  This included four structures 

in Kuala Lumpur [KL] that we would see on the next dayôs tour.  

For dinner, we ate at Manfredi, the upscale Italian restaurant.  It 

was fine but nothing really special.  The portions were small and I 

almost went up to the buffet afterwards. 
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 Saturday 11/30/2024 

The ship docked at Port Klang about 8AM and there was a nice terminal building.  This is the 

port for KL that was about 35 miles away.  A sailing ship was also docked 

The busses were waiting for us.  We had the included Glimpse of KL tour 

that was scheduled for 5.5 hours.  As we left the port area, I could see it was 

on an island.  From there we took a highway ot KL.  The first stop was at the 

National Museum and we had an hour there.  Interesting for me there were 

several old trains outside that were cape gauge.  To see the whole musuem 

would have taken much more time.  Carol & I split up.  I went thru the two 

recents with recent [20th cetury] and modern history.  There was an exhibit 

about tin mining.  I was not aware that it was an 

aluvial deposit that was mined with water cannons 

and dredges. Much of the area of KL was original 

mined for tin.  The next stop was at war memorial 

that included British and Commonweath soldiers.  

From that park, we have view of the new nearbye 

Merdeka 118 that was completed last year; it is 

2227ô tall making it the 2nd tallest building in the 

world.  FYI ï the Burj Khalia in Dubai, completed in 2009, is the worldôs tallest 
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structure at 2722ô.  Then we stopped to see a mosque but across the street was the HDHQ of the 

Malaysian RR [KTM] and a station.  So, you know which way I went.Ш The next stop was where 

been the British colonial HDHQ had once been.  Across the street is has a large monument.  The 

last stop was 

to see the 

massive 

Petronas 

Twin Towers 

that from 

1996 to 

2004 were 

the tallest 

building[s] 

in the world.  

They are still the tallest twin towers.  Shortly after we were back 

on board, the Viking Venus set sail for Jakarta Indonesia that was 

773 nautical miles away.  I attened a lecture on the History of SE 

Asia that explained how religion, revolutions and resillience were 

the foundation of this diverse region.   

Sunday 12/01/2024 

This was a whole day of sailing the South China Sea.  We did not reach our next port Jakarta, 

Indonesia until Monday afternoon.  However, we were actually quite close to other parts of 

Indonesia the whole time.  Indonesia is a yuge country. From west to east, its 17,000+ islands 

[6,000 are inhabited] span over 3100 miles. [The US is about 2800 miles from Maine to CA.]  

Interestingly, the idea of an Indonesian state did not exist until 1928.  It was merely a collection 

of  about 1000 different cultures with their own Sultans or Kings speaking over 700 languages or 

dialects.  What is the Indonesian language [Bahasa] today was made official in 1945 despite only 

being spoken by < 5% of the population.  It adopted Latin letters instead of jawi script and its use 

was viewed as a unifying force.  Today, virtually all Indonesians learn it in school and speak it, 

but for many it is still their 2nd language.  Indonesia has a population of 283 million of which 

87% are Muslim making it the largest Muslim country but its adherents are more moderate than 

the Shiites and other Islamic fanatics in the mid-East.  This would be our 2nd visit to Jakarta.  

Carol & I came here in 2018 during my spring break for a very enjoyable and low cost vacation. 

I started the day by attending a lecture on the History of Indonesia.  It was long a Dutch colony 

dating back to the Dutch East Indies Company.  After WWII had just ended, the Indonesians 

declared their independence on Aug.17 1945 but the Dutch did not recognize it until Dec. 1949.  

This was followed by the 2nd presentation on Future Travel.  This one covered Rivers and 

Expedition cruises.  A few weeks before we left on this cruise, we booked a Great Lakes cruise 

on one of Vikingôs new Expedition ships.  This is new area for Viking; it has long been my desire 
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to cruise the Great Lakes.  In the presentation, we learned more about the smaller ship that will 

take us from Milwaukee to Toronto. 

After lunch, I felt tired and laid down for a short nap.  However, I ended up sleeping for several 

hours and missing a lecture on Pacific Military Alliances and the port talk for Jakarta.  FYI 

greater Jakarta has about 34 million folks and is the 2nd most populated metro area in the world 

after Tokyo.  I woke up just in time for lecture on Indonesianôs New Capital City ï Nusantra.  

This is a monumental undertaking that will take decades.  The new capital is located at the 

geographic center of Indonesia in what is currently an uninhabited area of southern Borneo.  It 

was unclear what would happen to Jakarta.  One reason for seemingly abandoning the city is that 

is has serious floods, in part due to canals dug by the Dutch and also from continuous subsidence 

as ground water is removed.  After dinner of a roast pigШ, we listened to the Viking Vocalists 

present the Sounds of the 60s.    

Monday 12/02/2024   

Things didnôt go as planned this day.   The ship had been sailing for over a day from Malaysia 

but ran into storms and, according to the Captain, was fighting a strong current.  We were 

supposed to get to Jakarta at 130PM but were late.  I often check the ship position on my phone 

and usually it is going about 16 knots [18.4 MPH]. As we approached Indonesia, it was going 

19.5 knots [22.4 MPH] to make up time.  Sometime the day before, the ship actually crossed the 

equator and in the nautical world there has long something special about that crossing.  At 

10AM, a crossing the equator ceremony was held at the atrium pool on deck 7 [there were two 

other pools ï one at the 

very stern on deck 7 and 

another inside the Spa on 

deck 2].  At the ceremony, 

King Neptune was there to 

initiate any ópollywogsô 

into the ancient order of 

óshellbacksô.  To 
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accomplish this, one needed to kiss a large dead fish, take a dip in the pool and drink a shot of 

Aquavit.  This is a foul-tasting Norwegian liquor that starts out like vodka but is sent to sea to 

age for two years in oak casts.  We tried it ONCE on a Viking river cruise.  I watched the 

ceremony but did not participate.  Still, Carol & I each received certificates for crossing the 

equator.  Somewhere at home I have a similar certificate for crossing the Arctic circle on a 

Markair flight back in 1989.  The US Navy makes a big deal of this such that crossing the 

equator is noted in the sailorôs official record.  Those who cross the equator at the Prime 

Meridian [0Á of ũŸŰŊŔƣƨĬĲѐ become óGolden Shellbacksô. 

I worked on this report for a while and then went out on deck as we approached Jakarta.  I forgot 

to charge my phone the night before so I did not get any pictures then.  The ship docked at a pier 

in a container port.  I have never been this close to so many container ships before.  However, 

these ships were all smaller, probably just used in the local trade among the Indonesian islands.  

Because of the delayed arrival, the included tour was pushed back to after 4PM.  However, we 

both decided to skip it. It would have been to see a hand-crafted puppet show and later, folks 

who did go on it said it was very disappointing. 

Carol stayed on the ship while I took the shuttle bus to Mall Artha Gading and then went for a 

train ride from Jakarta to Bandung.  It took almost 15 minutes just to leave the port area and then 

another 15 minutes to the mall, which was OK.  Once there, I ran inside to get some Indonesian 

money -Rp.  It is not worth much as about 15800 rupiah Rp = $1 USD.  I actually had 400K Rp 

left over from our 2018 trip but got 1.0 million Rp more [$63] figuring we would use it during 

the rest of the cruise that had three more stops in Indonesia plus our extended stay in Bali. 

Outside there was a cab stand.  The Bluebird taxi company is the most reputable; we used them 

back in 2018.  The drivers were standing next to the taxis and I said I want to go to ñWhooshò. 

This a the new high speed line that opened  in October 2023.  It is the first high speed line in SE 

Asia and is the first line south of the Equator.  The name is actually an acronym of Indonesian 

words meaning 'Time-saving, Optimal Operation, Outstanding System'.  It had been in planning 

for years and seemingly would use Shinkansen train sets from Japan.  However, in 2015 

Indonesia received an offer from China that it could not refuse. So, it went with that and the Japs 

were really pissed.  The trainsets are a variant of CRRCôs standard CR400AF EMUs that are 

capable of 420km/h [260mph] but Whoosh has a maximum operating speed of 350km/h 

[220mph].  In comparison, AMTRAKôs Acela trainsets reach a maximum speed of 150mph 

[240km/h] albeit only on four sections of track totaling 41 miles in NJ, RI, and MA.  Acelaôs 

average speed between NYP to DC is only 82mph and even slower between NYP and Bostonôs 

South Station.   

The driver of the first taxi in line didnôt understand where I wanted to go and spoke no English.   

Luckily, a younger driver spoke perfect English and told him where to go.  I had looked at 

google maps before and saw that the Whoosh station in Halim was due south of the mall.  It was 

only 15.4 kms. away but the drive took over İ hour.  Part of it was on a tolled highway and the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island
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rest was on what seemed to be a service road.  There were cars and trucks and 000s of scooters, 

yes 000s!  The scooters drove between the rest of the traffic and were continually cutting in front 

of the taxi.  Amazingly I saw no accidents going or coming. 

The  taxi ride was about 35 minutes so I arrived just before 5pm.  The fare with the tolls was 

115K Rp. I gave him three 50K notes and he pointed and mumbled something about parking and 

gave me 32K Rp change.  The station was yuge and was built so the line could be extended to the 

east.  There were TVMs but I find it easier to go to a service window.  I had researched the trip 

using the PCs on the ship and knew there were three classes of service.  I asked for 1st class at 

1735 [train times were in 24 hr. clock] for 600k Rp [$37.80] and business class for the 1915 

return.  I was told the business class was sold out so I had to come back coach for 250K Rp  

[$15.75]. To buy the ticket, I need to show ID.  Figuring this would happen, I had my IRE 

passport with me.  I got two paper card tickets with QR codes.  I walked around the station that 

had several eateries and convenience stores.  Sorry no diet Cokes for Carol in Indonesia. 

I went thru the security and up to the platform.  

There were several employees there to guide me. 

Turns out, I was in the very last car of the trainset 

that had eight cars.  The first class section only had 

nine seats ï three rows of xx-x.  I had a single seat 

by the window.  It was like a business class seat on 

AA.  The only thing missing was a plug to charge 

my phone. However, no one was behind me and 

there was an USB port on the back of my seat for 

them.  I settled in for the ride.  The doors actually 

closed tightly a few minutes before we left.  Next 

to the Whoosh station was a station for the local commuter rail and a stacked highway.  We left 

promptly and I quickly switched to a window seat on the other side as my view was partially 

blocked by a concrete panel.  This part of the line is elevated and there were several tunnels 

along the route.  The train speed started to increase; there was a video display [in English] at the 

end of 1st class section.  It went faster and faster.  Eventually, we maxed out at 349km/h 

[219mph].  The car attendant gave me a snack bag.  

Being near the equator, there is no twilight so by 1745 

it was dark. 

The train started to slow down and there was an announcement of the stop in Padalarang. In 30 

minutes, I had traveled 97.22 kms for an avg. speed of 122mph.  The stop was brief and 17 

minutes later [at 1822] I was at Tegalluar that is the last station for now.  However, it was built as 



ΞΡ 
 

a thru station and there are plans to expand the line to the Eastern Java.  The second part of the 

ride was slower and the speed maxed out at 150km/h.  All total, the ride took 47 minutes at an 

avg. speed of 115 mph.  As I left the train, the 1825 return train was on a track on the other side 

of the station.  I had hoped for it to be on an adjacent track and was planning to get on that.  The 

doors of the other train closed as I was walking down the platform to the escalator.  Turns out I 

had to go thru exit gates so getting on the earlier train would have never happened.  I watched the 

on board staff flip the seats of the entire train so that all were forward facing.Ш

 

The Tegalluar station was smaller and did not have many businesses yet.  There were temporary 

food stalls in the middle of the ground floor.  Supposedly there was a connecting bus to a near 

bye mall.  I made a potty stop and followed the signs to departures, went thru security and sat in 

the waiting room.  The entry gates did not open until 1855 [and closed five minutes before 

departure].  Eventually I was on the platform and I was in the 2nd car this time.  It had 18 rows of 

xxx-xx seating.  I had a window seat in the xx.  The seat was much smaller.  With a built-in head 

rest and a metal arm rest that did not fully fold up it was actually uncomfortable for me.  The car 

attendant was the same one I had on the trip there.  It was dark, really dark so I would not see 

much except the lines of traffic on the highway that paralleled much of the route.  There werenôt 

many passengers onboard but a larger number boarded at the intermediate stop.  I decided to 

walk forward to see the ófullô business class section.   The seating there was xx-xx and it was 

anything but full.  In fact, there was only one passenger in the car.  Still riding in coach, albeit 

uncomfortably, saved me 200k -Rp. 

The trip back was also 47 minutes.  However, the train spent a while at 328 km/h before maxing 

out at 347 km/h.  I was back at 2002 and went down to exit.  I followed the signs for Taxi.  There 

was a starter for the BlueBird cabs and I had to wait a bit.  I had the name of the mall written 

down and showed it to the driver.  He said Gading and we were off.  He seemed to go the same 

way but drove more on the service road such that there was no toll.  I recognized several of the 

buildings along the route, but was concerned when he turned off the road and went a different 
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way.  This turned out OK as he had to change direction to get to the mall.  As we approached the 

mall at 835PM, one of the shuttle busses was loading.  The fare this time was 93K -Rp plus 5K -

Rp for the parking.  I gave the driver two 50K -Rp notes and when I put out my hand for the 

change, I got a hand shake.  Mind you 2,000 Rps is only 13 cents.  I actually had 100, 200 and 

500 Rp coins from our prior trip.  I gather these are no longer used.  In fact all of the prices I saw 

in the mall dropped the 000s like this. 

Unfortunately, settling up took some time and by the time I got to the stop, the shuttle bus to the 

ship had left.  I had to wait about İ hr. for the next one.  The ride back to the dock was quicker 

than the ride to the mall.  I just had to show my boarding card to enter the terminal and was on 

the ship at 922PM.  I asked the staff where I could eat and was told the buffet and restaurant 

were still open.  NOT!  I went to both and there were only folks  finishing their meals.  The staff 

told me to order room service.  I forgot that the ship had 24 hr. room service so I called and was 

told to look at the menu on the TV.  Carol was 

watching Twelve oôClock High, an iconic WWII 

movie made in 1949 starring Gregory Peck.  She 

stopped the movie so I could review the menu that 

offered full meals, burgers and snacks.  I ordered 

pasta Bolognese [decent] and cheesecake [NOT -

warm w/ nuts in the crust].  It came to the room 

about 20 minutes later on a yuge tray w/ rolls and 

three small bottles of condiments that werenôt 

needed. 

Tuesday 12/03/2024 

The ship was docked in Jakarta overnight.  We were awoken at 730AM by an announcement by 

the cruise director on the revised schedule for the shore excursions.  This included more slots for 

the puppet show and the added fare ones.  We werenôt going anywhere  Eventually I got up and 

went to breakfast.  After eating, I went down to the 1st deck where the PCs are and wrote more 

of this trip report.  I had a follow-up appointment at 930AM with the óTravel Consultantô to find 

out more about two cruises that were mentioned during his Future Travel Presentation on 

Sunday.  One was a 17-day positioning cruise offered in March and September between Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL and Santiago, Chile for $8995 per person and the other was a 10-day Christmas 

cruise on Germanyôs Elbe River for $3995 per person.  Both prices were before any discounts. I 

was interested but didnôt make any booking.  After that, I went to watch a documentary about the 

Komoto dragon lizards that only exist on three small Indonesian islands.  There are two small 

theaters on board that showed movies and other videos thru-out the day and sometimes in the 

evening.  These are the largest lizards [anaconda snakes are the largest reptile] in the world. 
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Carol said to meet her for lunch in the buffet at noon.  We sat looking at the containers and ships 

on at adjacent piers while we ate.  She had a 1PM appointment for a massage in the spa.  With 

the $200 on-board credit received for booking the Adriatic trip next August, it was effectively 

free.   The $600 credit we got when the origination port changed covered the required tips [$204 

pp], the required Indonesian visa that were we never told about [$35pp] and a few drinks.  I went 

back to the PCs to write more of this and was so engrossed that I missed the ship leaving the 

port.  There was no sense of motion but when I looked out a window I could tell we left.  I 

rushed out on dock and took this picture as we headed to Semarang, our next port some 256 

nautical miles to the east. 

Every time I wrote more of this, I also ended up helping older folks do various things on the PC.  

One instance was completing the customs declaration for Bali.  Folks on both sides of me were 

having trouble completing the form.  I started to do it myself but had to stop so I could attend the 

430PM port talk.  After the talk I came back to the PC and had an EZ time doing the form.  At 

each spot where info was required, what I needed to enter was already there from those who did 

the form before me.  Just then, a man came over and asked me how they could contact the shipôs 

librarian.  Why me? 

For this night, I made a reservation to eat at the Chefôs Table ï 

the other of the upscale restaurants.  When I made the res, it was 

asked what menu I wanted.  It was Indonesian or a menu in 

French. I picked the French one not realizing that when 

translated it was Food of the Indies.  The dinner was ok and a bit 

funky, a carrot mousse appetizer and later this lemon foam w/ 

ginger.  We used some of our remaining on-board credit to order 

a bottle of Riesling from the Mosel region of Germany.  After 

dinner, we went to see the Viking Vocalists covering ABBAôs 

songbook. 
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Wednesday 12/04/2024 

Carol woke me up at 715AM saying to come look at all the ships as we approached Semarang. 

There were scores of small boats and ships laying offshore piled up with logs, containers and 

seemingly coal.  In the port talk on this the day before, it was mentioned this city is the entry 

point to central Java.  Java is the 5th largest island in Indonesia but is home to 154 millionШpeople, 

or approx. 54% of the countryôs populationЮ  The Viking Venus docked in a container port again, 

except this time 

there was no 

terminal.  I learned 

later from the guide 

on my tour that 

only a handful of 

cruise ships stop 

here each month.  

Still, there was a 

musical group and 

folks dressed in 

native garb there to 

meet us.  There 

were also some temporary stands selling things and a taxi stand.   

This day we split up and both of us went on extra fare tours.  Carol left early for an all-day tour 

to Borobudur, the largest Buddhist temple in the world, that was about 100 kms. [62 miles] south 

of the port.  It was a three-hour bus ride with a potty stop. The five tour busses from the ship had 

a police escort to facilitate driving on the crowded highways and roads.  The UNESCO site is 

elevated and located between two dormant volcanoes. The temple, that includes 2,672 reliefs and 
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504 Buddha statues, was built in the 9th century and was abandoned by the 15th century when 

Islam became the major religion in Java.  The area was also subject to frequent earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions.  It was lost to history, covered by volcanic ash and jungle overgrowth until it 

was ódiscoveredô by Stamford Raffles in 1814.  Since then there have been multiple restorations, 

the most recent in1983.  Carol was issued special sandals with rubber soles so to not damage the 

stones.  She was there till 1PM, stopped for lunch and was back at the ship at 445PM.      

Meanwhile, I went to see the Ambarawa Railway Museum and a state-owned demonstration 

plantation.  The Railway Museum opened back in 1976 when the railway to Semarang was 

abandoned.  The station in Ambarawa was built back in 1873 and became a junction point 

between a cape gauge [3ô6ò] railway, part of which had rack and pinion on a 6.5% grade, and a 
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standard gauge railway.   The museum hosts a collection of historic steam locomotives and other 

rolling stock.  We had time to view the collection before boarding three wooden 3rd class coaches   

for a 7 km. trip ride to Toentang.  Pulling the short train was a 

small [0-8-0] diesel hydraulic built 

by Krupp in Germany in 1962.  

The trip took 30 minutes meaning 

I traveled about 15km/h hour or 

quite a difference from the 349 

km/h speed that I traveled the day 

before. 

We reboarded the busses and drove 

to the near bye Pengolahan Kopi Plantation.  This is 

government-run demonstration site that grows coffee and other agricultural products.  We saw 

coffee trees with the beans and then watched the bean being roasted.  Next, we saw how latex 

sap from the rubber tree was processed.  This was followed by a walking tour pointing out 

various 

other trees 

with 

bread-

fruit, 

mango, 

cinnamon, 

cocoa and 

nutmeg.  

In the 

attached 

resort area, 

we were 

treated to 

snacks 
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with tea and locally-grown coffee while being entertained by local musicians and dancers.  At 

1PM, we left for the ship and were there just before 2PM.  This was faster than the drive there. 

Back on board, I attended the port talk for the next day and then went for a swim in the outdoor 

pool at the stern.  The water was quite warm.  At 630PM, while attending a lecture on Surabaya, 

Crucible of Indonesiaôs Independence Revolution, the Viking Venus left the pier for Surabaya,  

208 nautical miles to east.  After the lecture, we bought some items in the shipôs stores using up 

all but $9 of our on-board credit and had a BBQ dinner in the Pool Grill.  At 9PM, the Cruise 

Director sang a section of his favorite songs.  I spent the rest of the night doing my daily stock 

trades and writing up todayôs activities.      

Thursday 12/05/2024 

After cruising all night, the Viking Venus arrived in Surabaya at 730AM.  Like the other ports, 

there were scores of ships anchored in the harbor and here were also several navy ships.  

Surabaya is Indonesiaôs 2nd largest city 

with a population of 3 million.  It has a 

thriving port that dates back 00s of 

years.  For centuries, the city has had 

substantial industrial and service 

businesses.  It was the site of major 

battle on Nov. 10, 1945 between Allied 

forces and Indonesians seeking independence.  Even since then, Nov. 10th has recognized as 

National Heroes Day to commemorate this historic event.  I learned this and more from one of 

the guest lectures. 

We docked by a large terminal that also served the inter-island ferries. Inside were lots of stalls 

selling craft items and more.  One had Kopi Luwak, also known as civet coffee.  This is a coffee 

made from partially digested coffee cherries [ripe beans], which have been eaten and defecated 

[pooped out] by the Asian palm civet [like a raccoon].  Folks were buying it.  We were welcomed 

by folks in their native dress and entertained by this large musical group.  We boarded bus six 

that was only 60% full.  This time the city area was just outside the dock. Still, we had a lengthy 
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drive to our first stop. En-route, we passed by several historical sites that were mentioned in the 

guest lecture.  The traffic was not a congested as in Jakarta and our guide mentioned that there 

the scooters stick to the extreme left lane [this is like the extreme right lane as we drive in the 

US].  The guide also mentioned that there are over 200 million scooters in Indonesia.  For his 

family of four, each person had one. 

Our first stop was at some older streets where the local residents live like they did over 100 years 

ago.  It seemed a bit hokey.  There were various demonstrations by the folks in costumes or 

period dress.  We saw the home of Sukarno, the countryôs first president [effectively dictator] 

from 1945-1968.  At the end of the street, we were surprised to find that some of the shipôs crew 

had set-up a welcome tent with refreshments.  Back on the bus, we passed thru other parts of the 

city. Some of it was depressing as there is trash and garbage everywhere including in the rivers 

and small streams.  Yet in other places there were hi-rise luxury apartments. 

Eventually, we came to a botanical garden with various mangrove areas.  We had a guided tour 

on wooden walkways.Ш
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During the tour, we learned that the mangrove trees release more O2 and hold more blue 

Carbon than any other trees.  I had never heard that term so had to google it when back on the 

ship.  It is simply the carbon captured by the world's ocean and coastal ecosystems.  At the end of 

the walk, we were taken to a covered shelter where we had local rice threats and other snacks 

while being entertained by more dancers.Ш

  
The bus went back a different way that was mostly on tolled highways.  Still, it took about an 

hour.  The speed limit on the highway was 80km/h for cars and just 60km/h for other vehicles.  

However, our bus was in the far right [fastest] line and passed scores of trucks. 


