S| NGAPORE t o BAL
NOV.-DE®IP , 2024

Great ready as this i

Webve certainly dowmeaes
di fferent tyYWebaehj boyie

several Viking River cruises emc &amuwipsee asnhdi ptsh.
with <1000 passengers that follow the same bu
only, no casino, art sales or other ways to t
cruise, it was supposkeBKKDp. |l eWaet dolomt me acr Bia:
supposed discounted air package so | would ha
woul d make no scewmeremi2l2oksf]l yantdhinsotf agret[ any <cr ed
my Afreed access to better seats, | ounges, bo
carries over to One World Alliance carriers.

startinggedi nob Shagapor\i ki nfgorphesn adswetd t thhner Esulriopp
the earl ytf ahb supposed to travel east thru t
rebels in Yemen were attacki Wigkishghde ntmo tshaei IR
around Africa, which took Il onger and changed

a website that tracks the | ocation of every c
west coast of Afri ca,e aamd nidnttdch et hCea plen doifa nGo@cade
preamble on 11/13 when the ship was at the 1is

surprisedVitlbhhgarm taat cantcled sedhitppd Eoui 8&6s d
with no gaedndgernrs nga ne cahismruedi omewookealoa

| could have changed our outbound flights to
was there back in 2004 on my first RTW trip.
the cruise embarked so we coutdatourVBKKna@anga-
$6006boanrd credit for the inconvenience and t he
& SI N. [ MorJe on this | ater

Thursday 11/ 21/ 24

Because this was a |l ong trip, we didndét park
120PM, wal ked to the corner and took the #55
to Center City. We wai teadr ta thndi mt JWd farmrrrsiomne
318PM. Webve flown to Doha [ DOH] Qatar sever.

Now, the flwadhdoanfAAm WwWHiLch i s better for wus.
126 200 so we weanmny foeaatps.e midilmmcaaclddo meo ta ncdh et chke
at PHL had trouble as well. She said somethin
for "&dri ght on Qatar [ QR], the equipment chang
seat s.



The -9 8f70r DOH onl y had eZlnsptrherne eexnx-wencso nodMhyxixe |
am frequently upgraded for free on domestic f
As part of my AASydtad msWi dceer@pgériacdaetsewwo annual |

used on intél flights on a space available ba
five ssawdlill able in business c¢cl ass. However, t
We used the AA |l ounge in PHL | ocated between |
remodel ing since 2022. 't Fsominkaeétlt g, supposle

AA Airbus in the htUIshtior idcayP 34 ep aBi/nC |socuhnegnee .wa s

only had snack food the whole time we were th
service at dinnetrbaakmeat tlheusseedatt hneap ifnoer t he
BKK. However, btoddwnt bat tthheace@8uatdveapt eapn d

verificationtwotle®odod cyahdiohehaéexadil e olnline t
needed to try it again with Carol getting the
was into the QR app, I |l earned that the airl:.
Eventually, | found one thAamatymada8@8hpdssengseesat |
of serviigat tOubDOH was schedulmed f oWe haxdP NM waon
together on theHowghtrsi de bbokhef¥7#8¥%¥o0o the so
turn over South Jersey before heading to the

The plane took a mor Cross
the pond whil e we wejug nd |
binge watcheBl eepioBb d*%. , A

145 eason before falll) PRt f o | |
was in northern Por th /80 ' ' ) 5 ) S s
Spain and the Med ti over a
bit of the Red Sea and

flying across Saudi e A ti me we
flew to DOH on QR rthff = REAA
i ssues with the Saudi s and e g foll owe

t sehorbate iontmagead
Friday 11/ 22/ 24



It was a |l ong overnight flight with a signifi
16 3ahtdhat was 20 minutes | ate. We had to go t|
was forced to removed my plastic watch and my
by the conveyor an agents asked mnd gohi 69 moaer!
DOH airport is currently tarned mosstomlihg hll Oy weadres

e ) — =

Ha; HAPPY 107 BIRTHDAY
"AD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, DOH

Thereyiugeaoamd nal swicomcwarises, eand st ooress o Weh
there to shop and just headed to the QR |l oung
shower and got some food before settling in a

This flighB80®&®.iogni nmal7l17y7 we had two seats toge
[ window seat] while Carol was on Wheweortder si
served dinner sldonwaasfntoetr swe et o oh awf ssrodnte toifr €




bi nge watched Ytoluen gf iSrmstll dsdegiansgo nt hoef pi | ot t hat |
Il n one episode, a NASA scientist visited Shel
expensi ve. Shel don asked why doesndt NASA ha
was not Speed diolml es.et out tnoaipreado fhiksi il Avigdo tingy.is H
no replay. Hi s father drove him to Houston a
who said it wagd et lbadr dteiyoaldl WABSA®si bechni cal

TV show is set in 1989 mind you. The show cu
ti me -Spsacreeusabl e booster | anded on a barge it

the &kt Sthh@el don wr ot e aboBwve nthuasl Inyanly fyeealr sa sbhle

Saturday 11/ 23/ 20214

This flight basic
to the east <cross
bef ore heading mo

t he SE. Approach

=X S BKK, the ground s

Bengg?l:ufu 53 more |ike water

- l and. | could no

f Palamha Sl sure because it W

dark but it seeme

were rice pattfteme tohBangaskmythe first Dbein
then | | anded at the Don Mbeamg nabhpaonit . whTlih
the intdél airpoUdGH!si nWee c2 0e0abr eadt i0nBn2i5g.r at i on an
baggage c¢cl ai m. We were in no hurry but this

We headed to the train that runs from BKK air

: but the sign said CASH ONLY.
there and went to find an A
| withdrew 1500BHT [$50] fr
account . I was charged a 2
rebated that. Back at the
the end of the | 5e was 458B
l nstead of a ticket we got
tapped on and the exit gate
|l eThe rRgaa fidoaoik 26 minutes.
There we walked to the BTS
had a different faddleey system
ticket for 150BHT [ $5] each

= - =

money but could have used a card. We rode t w
transferred to another | ine and rode that one
sports facilities and | bookedt asHat Eapress t

M



Qur room was not ready but they held our bags

headedChao tFhher alyat Ri wes thru the city. We mi s
track one station. By e Itth ewasst aftriecen twa se nat eBu db
remove your shoes so only Carol went in. We
and were approached by a taut with a sign off
stop only tsch foinrh@g ittouwasvowd d be been 1000BHT
tour desk said they would take US money. How
accept it because weonhad bd 290 +hd 3 H $&7.. Sloa dwe swaa |
di sappointed. | went to where we could sit a
t he manager of another boaBBl eaeh bHt shboabdl o
royal pal ace was cl osed that day and said to

We wal ked back to the BTS station and rode a

u&F_‘L“!":ﬂ "‘i g )

=
[ ; ‘-,1_»“

Ther e wepgestprogpet food stands so | wenWheéebon see
oYl we | eft the mall, we tried t
but i1t had yet another fare
BKK has three tramwn tf drienes,
scheme. By this point, we W
suggested we go to a cluster
station. We went in the Sia
t wo | evel s tfo fao owlh osltealfllso oarn
down restaurants. Al most all



SUM CENER

J—

Engl i sh. We wal ked around to see what our <c¢h
not take a caPdiitéeAeddedg Cp
French style bistro. However
The&Eiur opean and other food. \

with a 15 | ayer caklOBHT dess
[ $34]3G was 15dH&chkvhteen twee hot e

we got our roomftbat fvasi ng t
stadi ums. We | aid down for a
and attend a 1730 mass at a n
didndét happen. We sl ept thru

Sunday 11/ 24/ 2024
The included br eak'ffalsotorwawsi tah bnudfditielsy wimssitahre ef 7ora

of the Natcom@aWe 6dhhaldkuend out and wadkgehdt t o t he

>



anot hdmyali cWetrode for several stops nand exi't
English] at Hol We Reaw ewier e Chluirlcdll.tt hwass ian Isaervgee

area charbkar gvé tikied shtaat ut e of C
should have wal ked back where
but instead made a | ong wal k a
another station. maTunrdiese daaut it
at the oWy rloefeorae.f ew stops anc
river. As we were walking to
coupl
from
Brazi
We pa

40 BHT

[ $1. 33]

andoul d get
of f at any stop along tIlGe amidver.
Pal aNoog. knowi ng ,whvaeta rtiaon gle xspheoa tt
refusing to ,Kembme his shoes
stayed daiwm c¢oandi
underground conc
went to Whel Pahagq
sittimmspmehdnegh school student
guestnogagl i sh

The site was compllét ékepgpternct eg:
|l nsi de you 3de BHd ftlok &pwmnalt,el y '
mac hi ne droedi tt wag diNwucnreer doiubsl eb.
wemade of tiny colobhed ghidt me
sunlTgatcenter piece was the
After hlomwestl| 8dt amrd anotthhers
for only vwen tBHTo aWadmpAeuwnof Da

T




cl i maed iwtas s unrurnoeurnoduesd V\boymeneldr edsedadptianal

to have their pictBy et heakteinmeag@a mo lanwlasagdo me
anot heo,avtd vveer e Wat eode the SkyTrain back to t
then rode to SkyTlaimead odadshhe tad rgedtr tt d rtaihen.ai r

We had two choic8bkNtonf Orye f Wamhd KKaPrarciidgrisc or

[ MHECP only had one afternoon flight a day. M
was shot down ofvelk®hsest Ukt ail odHamagd f oev &MHSBI7 OF. |
t hat al l required a coHowetd@m®enr i ha&kuat hi ghmpa
BKK was very interesting so we went with that

We checked in for MH 0781 and after clearing

; Lounge to await the-80®D7glrtr. 7PWM
and took off about 830PM and | ar
a + one houWetwenree chamged a full
We | anded in Ter minal 1 where we
airside hotel for the night. We

Y



but finadtl ywolteelw ndvatsh actually in a saltteltldak t

a while for the bus and then weTlverbBopaktkeHbar
by the hlourookedrist ahdri12cost $115hourls.shoutl d
was a decent room. We tried to go to sleep b
called the front desk and they sent someone t

Monday 11/ 25/ 2024

We got up at 630AM and quickly |l eft the airsi

could use a speci al MH transfer desk. We wen:
bus for the transfer to T1.askHaweavierwe awetreer cao
Yes. Then we were directed to | eavidhattheaevalsu g ea
ni cGmn.ce in T1l, we had

MalaysiaAir"nes security where Carol

" give up the small pai.l
Private Transfer she has traveled with
year s. Next we heade:

lngressAUtO Gol den Lounge that was
although | have seen |

| ounges. We | eft at ¢

short walk to G2 wher ¢

many folk waiting to board. There were more
wer e t wion clhieceks and assumed that we could use
class. tHowevwere in fact two flights boardin;q

ot her flIBa@thitk wAaisr oMal aysi a, which is part of

We finally bo&8r0Odedviam @l cemal 13% business sect
and five of them were empty. We took off to |

pl antations next to the airport. Over 45% of
pal m oi |l is obtaldmead.estMaplraoysuiceri soft tehixs oi |
turned to the south and soon was ffl ygdml ydown
45 minutes [ 190 mvelsas ]c.oasWe ocfangi ntgoa ptohree and t

(o)



bottom of the island and then | ooCheadn gair oAuinrdp otr

which is the major transportation hub in SE A

Singapor 8 ma86 6]t itteya It i s one
about 60 smaller islands with
NYC. The population i s about ¢
overseas Chinese, 14% Mal ay, 9¢
epat s. 't was |l ong a British
Mal aysiaiflOoém F9 @3 t hat point,
a benevolent totalitarian govert
devel opment at the expense of
no free speech and it vwas knowr
punitive fines for chewing gum,
fines for having drugs, weapon:
economic powemwmeuodé; tihte wor | dob:
financial cent efAsaragredsti tisn pdret

Ter mi nal 2 was not as nice at TI1I%ttrhaet tlo 54 WNe a
Car om9o6s MM rfigps sa stop on my first RE¥Witpr iamdbac
Car oSlwtass Thawh8iwilRaA W tri pThat 2d 0ffile e-BrR AFIKN

EWR on Singapore Airlines.st olpheflrieghutr nonwaa naonw
A 3 4500 O . At that time, it was the worl dds | ong
was totally automamedn!|l Waehadrtwovatompldt pS&6AC
my phone. |l was not aware of this requiremen
was on the belt; we cleared customs and wer e

| had hoped to see some Viking personnel in t

shuttle to the ship. I f we had bought the ai

N M



them, we headed to the MRT, the extensive tral
directly to the Harbour Center, but we could

told that we could not boartdr amei shppssuasifiorn
[ $2Fatdalt h Like in Europe, my AMTRAK Mastercar
Fidelity Wee lhiatd ®oa&read. t ol d we could drop off ou

The MRT |ines are color coded and the stops w
Green |line to the Blue Iine to the Purple I|in
From the MRT, we exited into a mallVibkifrog e c ol

Venwas the only cruise ship ameéreepart thtikgehr @f ws
speed passenger ferries that went tToh e emane I

of one ferry company was SI NDO, a combinati on
Eventually, we came to someone with a VI KING
of f our four bags. F-r o ma b Hgerreeapt wsew rwpernits eu,p W eor
could board the ship. Turn mshrmau thii nigp @& ¢t 4 P Mh a d
as we were told by email a week before | eft.
SG so we had to go thru I mmigration again. O

in the Wobrulfd eGaf eaenfd then to our room [5091].
us the chance to upgrade to a better room for
we booked at the higher | eveisiczabibred, HBhes madad
and two chairs. Al rooms have a sliding doo
wanted to stay on board.

| decided to |l eave the ship and this was not

at SI N. Il put my passport into the machine b
printed out a copy of thBCoaoaerp tWwbedsdhi pt thesh
| mmi gration official bujuwasgobl Here. expures.
for one arrival. I was directed to a termina
the form. I compl ained to anlit.immerHeo ftfoiocki are, t
di fferent machine. I put my passport in and I
clear cust oms. Unfortunately, a ferry from |
folks in |ine inafdr ¢wtalyefdx men.d eBEselkyytnbea gh aad neo
detector. This whole process took al most 25
there and then headed to the cable car that w
Di sneyWor |l d.

The normal fare was S$35 but | got an S$8 di s
ride that first went the other way to Mt. Fab

reboarded the cablstoay ®hlailsdpiags &V drh etuhpea HoT

N N



t Vvenus | had great views of the harbor and off
island, | got off and wal ked to anot hemnmd cabl e
had been on this island back i nNaw0 6t haenrde twheerre
|l ines, bungee | Barcpks ocam dt hddet dhvaed b lrdh ideeasppi ct ur e of

R — _—m qO — i 77y o7 o

| stopped while passing thru the mall to buy
sodas for me. The ship had Coke Zero, not he
had to go thru secur ibtoyaranmpddheh sl ifi onrng aytr attd ome r
the terminal it was several 00 yards down the
|l ength of the ship till the gangway up to the
FYITh¥i ki ngvae ntuhse del i ve'ffend wihmt20w 1 las et lae c?1 a
ships. It was built in Ancona, ltaly, a city
these days, ljiasti s74d tleorsgnadndd carrying a max
only 860conistki However, for most of the pas

was a positive notasa cnreegva tofv ed 5 4 Sfefdaanrnogd purs 5w0
countTrhieest.amgend er sl ndeamea diPdbhimé i.ppiTnhees shi p and

of ficers were al most all European. At the we
of the usual questionBode thhes chezasDdvesietfhraeom ¢
ship makes itdowwsmallecdoesiyg?r fdaeci@adwvwe ({Th
majority of the passengers on board were Amer
California that flew west .t oweSlaNl nwdhstl ef lwew fd rec
wor Also on bPuauasrsd egw@a maidwiasns and a few fol ks f|
A surprising % of those from USA and Canada w:

We went to dinnsetrhealrdfyf.et Tpree wiho pslhya menti one
restaurant and twélosvmalklr ,upastake eabheriesui se

for the upscale places. But ywiut metelde di niot ihal
we booked and then two Unofreer twurtaht @lhye, ulp gfroardgeadt
the very first night. Il nstead we ate at the

dockedover 1S5iGg ht

Z
Il



Tuesday 11/ 26/ 2024

With Carol having her protein ¢

the buffet myself. I bought m
so | could make iced tea. It
the Iline when | saw someone el
you get that? Il nSbphelcwenér ba
and got one too. Vi King provi
port and tPtPeaday awma TPTHds was a 3.
guided bus tour. But first, w

meant going thrstomsiggatnon Wk
to complete yeucanodoyhet h8GXICKIi
staggered the times so that there were only a

same ti me. We were met by our guide carrying
was #21. The tour was a mitxeofamdartralt k oab awst
g . = and two stops W

we exited the
The firstt stop
Mar Bag wher e
we saw what wa
the original h
area and now h
these upscal e
buil di ngs. T h e
second was a
wal king tour of
ChinafTowen e

ay N (N

we were taken to a food court. The guide said
everyone a beverage at one stand and one of t
dumpling from another food.hawker [l ocal word

Chi nese
bef ore
boar di ng

bus. @)
way back
ship, W €
bye the

NO



Raffles Hotel where the Singapore Sling drink
at the Harbour Center and were able to buy so

Carol . We had to go thru | mmmigmalti @amd athlde 1rs ea ¢
board the ship]. Later, Il went up on desk as
not use a 24 hr. c¢clock] for a 563 nautical mi
original i1tinerarfy e[l ¢fhte] sh atr twans dadceckedrui se

On board, werceold eewgeer Bpitrooni eeAsiissoterdsal i a and NZ who
|l ectures thru out tShiengcakhuoSsee c e Als &Hibbakygdedteme
Star Theater, staff dgdavée aubhtevofSr aveg rage@rerekiseldi n g

several times during the cruise. There was f
Silver drink package available offering unlim
and both peoplead a nhavhee irtooom Foeredt hi s crui se, t
hardly worth it given webre not big | iquor dr
room udiecd at maadnsi rbeasrt ocked dail y. |l regul arly
toni cs.

For di nner , we went backand ddhreodbuftifre sthann ic

went back on the port side. I v
on both sides. But | SMhve r o me o r
did you @rett tdheaot?her si de. Turn
and side dishes were the same, k

on the port side vsaon ctrlad, otsther .n
The other side also had a workir
pizza so we switchad tthoe trheests todr

At 9PM, it was time for the welcome reception
wine as we entered. We were introduced to th:
Swedi s h. This was followed by dgthe [ntiwhtUkK sh

couples] that performed Duet songs.

Wednesday 11/ 27/ 2024

This was a whole day at sea as the Viking Veni
Mal acca. We could not see the | and and despi

N1



we only saw one small | ocal boat and a freigh
The shiirgebesr es wel péewglny and expensive Nordic

The resident histori ahi gtaorey aaif hiitdoawidca rifdad tl wrwee
presentvatkiiommg 6en Qc e aAnf tCrruitsheast presentati on, I
Consultant to review our accommodati ons on ou

travel around the bottom of South America fro
a sttolpe imal kl ands. Il n |l ate April 2025, we wil
Toronto. For lunch we tried the Pool Gril |l

di fferent from a Philly cheese oslt eaatkt.e n dle dt ot ohke
talk for Phuket . -doBvenf ores tdiummert ,i WéA lhe &intd e d
Making of SE whassi aunaware that i n mnmahney Joafp atnhees ef
sol dweares initially welcomed as | i berators. Th
had to change to a cOtlHearrwissesbrts andckoongrpa
BKK. Still, there were no for mal ni ghts dur i

t he avasalnablwe oRP€@ up soomhefptiher adaywvy.ityGding
set our clocks back an hour too FHH&i lhamsd tfirmen

Thursday 11/ 28/ 20214

|l t6s Thanksgiving here, a hal f,tdayshepoaerttie
Phuket , Thvaikli aargalnkehndinseed of f shore anc
ashore by | dchalt theen de ra bboouatWeO vep &s s
assigned to bus 28 and were told to

940AM. | stopped at Guest Services
were told we need to have them with
There were | mmi geatdbohk ab6f wei aasdend
area but thleyhaddginwdmisgme t hought
swi mming buterdeawasdnd hmltadédh t o change. Pl us
was very c¢cloudy al/l day with scattered rain s
km to the bus thru a busy neighborhood full 0

NP



I was NOT i mpressed with Phuket, despite it b
were suppdvbsetdresorts and upscale shopping, bu
These haphazardly |Iined the sides of the road
whil e ot her s Tvweerree aneaned omoerde. t han a few buil di
remi nded me of what | saw in -B@lAdadr itao whheins 10 Q
of scooters anduf ged hawkei st amrPd uk eWe Prad r taima
tour that i1included three stops. For the firs

island to see a |ight house and a shrine to e
saw men go in wearing shorts [as | was] but vy
barefoot . Chreolwas dt ly® ¢memat ori um

The third stop w

most | nitaeresting
factory that pro
cashews. This n
grows at the bot
t rfereui t and it i
when the edible
ripe. The nut g

extensive manual
processing and w

this in the fact

There were about
di fferent flavored cashews availabl e. |l donodo
the chocolate covered ones an{u6cbiorug htthea mamre y
h alde f tf roovne rB KK. We |l eft the factory at 2PM, w
back from the tour. I't then theh a@awnwet hed Ih@ad
tender back to the boat. We finally were bac|

N2z



So, all total we were gone over six hours wit
wel comeldoarsdon As s eboonarads, wee wearceedo nt o t he Poo
t o aetahte buf f etti lwla.sd icAtroes4e3d0 P M, it was time for

Friday. However, the Cruise Director was st al
told him how bad the tour was.hbole saixd hiofuryoly
need to inclDudrenug ddx sl wacshaitke hDDppetd Bt m@huke

After the port talk, we had an appointment wi
Crui ses. We | ooked at two and booked an east
At heMes qodxtra di scount for booking it on boar«
two $200 vouchers Carol purchased at 50% di sc

brought the f1B8B/ @ositr down to $
We attendeddtehcet Maadyadagsrs i ad6s .Ballanovansg aAcotery i n

at how race, religion and politics interact t
indigenous folks, 25% Overseas Chinese [ some
of which are &k s dailMu®hti medasiee dT It eh e a etdhoen olmyd i a n s
have been the administrators. The Mal ays con
|l aw.

Th¥i ki nggabai Ityhat Thanksgiving Dinner would be
piece of turkey and cranberry sauce and t hen
et c. ,Wleo nsi egth to u r [ It dtodc ]kMa | aahypsai dames] taismeéSe t he s hi p
cruised 209 nautical miles to George Town on

Friday 11/ 29/ 2024

This was another port cal |l a.dPdeenda nwgh eins "thhael aoyrsii
| argest city and given it position at the top

*‘&—‘u::u‘:‘;tﬂucmm//; and tradiogntenikeer ef,ort he ove
3 ‘ Chinese are the | argest et hni
50% of the popuAaltoa@anledf t he
Jimmy Choo who makes very ex|
! shoes was born h¥&®rkingUNWénke
was docked at a pier Stohat hact
o8 we just exited the ship and |
the waiting bufAs&pshot ohe i1

NT



Geor get olwrmw.n George Town was founded by the Br
Worl d heritage site. Qur first stop was on a

whehe tow houses showed how the MWeilcdnnhgnseyl
thru stetaseméi $maldlanBllu€hneesestemple cel ebr af
anni verWargame to the edge of thé&hlandswivbeeet
l ong ago Chinese i mmigrants, who were related

NY



 WELCOME 70 cHEw serry | el lage)s

UINTSZ O Wi Y Meimce S » Convenient Store

Back on twee shhwsppedtivo see one of the
bridges from Penang to the mai sl anrisB.-@E{el) s bri

t he
with many schools and came to the | argest Chi
side of a smal/l mountai n. El s ewhPeernea nogn Htind i
Rail way that wuses a funicular over 2kms. to c
that at 27.9A is the steepest funicular tunnel
We were back on the ship by 2PM. At 3PM it s

the sout h. At 530PM, we att
traveled with Viking before
Megastructures. i nThSosu ti$necasutd

ception
h there

i n Kuala Lumpumwalfelkld]ont hadite n ¢ our
Fodi nner, we ate at Manfredi l e 1t al
was fine but nothing really The por
al most went up to the buffet S .

N &



Saturday

The

11/ 30/ 2024
shi pPadmotic ki¢lda ag

about

8AM and tThheirse iwsa st hae |

port for KL that vasaidbwas sab pmi

The busses were waiti n@l ifropiSleucsa f e 1

that was scheduled for 5.5 hours eft

on an island. From there we too Ay O

Nati onal Museum and we had an ho I n

several ootddowvwenensapleo gaewrgd.he wh

woul d have taken much more ti me. I s

recents wiltethumryelceamnd [P®dern hi st e Wwe
about tilwasminongawar e t v
aluvial deposi twattheart cwg h e d
and dredges. Much of t e a
mi ned f omexti nsdto @whagra smg I
that i ncluded British D MM
From that park, weahoqy v of
Merdeka 118 that was ¢ ed
22276 tall2makiegti but in

worl dit hé& YBur | Khalia in Dubai, compl n

M



structure at 2722ée aTmesqwe Butbppedos$s® the s
Mal ays|[ KmBMRBE a station. S o, Wyhoceu nkerxa w hset hoepc hw ave
been the Britihah owmlceniba&le nHDhH@&c rao 4 sa r tgfinee mo tn ru eane
l ast st
to thee
massi Vg
Petrondg
Twin Td,
that f PR
1996 t §&
2004 woEiEs
the t alEEs
bui I[] &i] 1§
in the
They arteabtebt twen towers.
on boawikVetgluest s ai |l nfdoorn elsai kaa g
773 nauticdl amitleense davwhiyis.¢ ot yr
Ast hat explained how religio
t he fiooonhdahis diverse regionl

Sunday 12/ 01/ 2024

This was a whole day of sailing the South Chi
|l ndonesia until Monday afternoon. However, w
l ndonesia thedowmedieati snea yuge coufiitslyands om
[ 6,000 are inhabited] span over 3100 miles. |
I nterestingly, the idea of aht | mdrsenlegsa lalne csttiadr
ofaboluot0O0O di ff er egrhteiculotwnr eSsulwiatnbs or Ki ngs spe
di alWlkkdats.i s t he | nBlaompessda oadna yl awagsu angaed ¢ of f i ci al
being spoken by < 5% of the popul atama#st. usét a
was Vviewed as a unifying fbeaen i Todme gk hiotod u
buftomaniyt i s 8% ahbuabeir Bndonesia has a popul a
87% are Mursdti mhmak ar gesti taMuhsd ri em tcso uanrter ymaoruet me
t he Shi i tlessl daminda toitmniselra.s1t tThhei s wblwil sli tbet @ uta kRar |
Carol & I came here in 2018 during my spring

I started the day IHy sdtotregn ifrid wa sindeesthigr.@a dnut tc
dating back to the Dutch hkRast] ulsndieesdlc@Qdmmaesy .a
decl ared t heiAugi.nd/e pleOMdbe rhbaueg arme Dutch did not
This was f ol oeveean tFattiudme. dnTalviess one cover ed Ri
Expedition cruises. A few weeks before we | e
on one of VikingdésimewsEnmgevdiatriean folhi s ki nGh

=N



to cruise the tGheapgr daakrtsati on, we | earned mol
takér ol waukee to Toronto.

After | unch, I felt tired and |l aid down for a
hours and mi sPsaicnigf iac IMiclesatraanyd nAtlhlet aport tal k f
greater Jakarta has abénotst3 4 omiulllaiterd fmeltks am

after Tokyo. I  wo k e nudpo njewsls t@anidisCi Hilmes afnd rr al ec t |
This is a monument al undertaking that will ta
geographic centheart dfs Ilcrudareedilay iam wni nhabited
was uncl ear what would happen toi nighlearct ay 1i0On
is has serious floods, in part due to canal s

as ground water iaeframablawet |pPsfiteenre dditnonerhe Vi

present the Sounds of the 60s.

Monday 12/ 02/ 2024

Things didndét go as planned this day. The s
but ran into storms and, according to the Cap
supposed to get to Jakarta asthilpg OpPdvs ibtuitonweanre r
and uswually i1t iIs going about 16 knots [18. 4
19.5 knots [22.4 MPH] to make wup ti me. Somet
equator and in thd omagutsioanelt hworgl & ptelte rad hmdD Ut

10AM, a crossing the equator ceremony was hel
s ——— ot heriopnoeolast t he
very stern on dec
another inside th
deck 2]. At t he
King Neptune was
initiate any o6pol
Il nto the ancient
6shell backsbéo. To




ac

complish this, one needed to kiss a | arge d

Aquavhitsf atshsat i ng Norwegian | igqguesenthato sga@att

ag
ce
€q
Ma
€q
Me

I

t o
i n
t h
Be
bo
w h

Ca
tr
an

e for two years in oak cast s. We tried it
remony but d$tdi Inlot @anmdli c& plateach received
uat or . Somewhere at home | have a similar
rkair flight SbaNak yi mak®&9 .a blhge dd@al of this
uator is noted in the sailordés official rec
ri di ainY JMORAgieedl bibée 6 Gol den Shell backso.

worked on this report for a while and then
charge my phone the night before so | did
a container port. InyhaventnaiveeH dewdmned hbh af
ese ships were all smaller, probably just u
cause of the del ayed arrival, the included
th deci devibutld shlaive ibtecerna fittoe ds epeu pap ehta nsdh ow a n
o did go on it said it was very disappointi

rol stayed bobkbesbbtplehblbe to Mall Artha
ain ride from Jakarta to Bandung. 't took
other 15 minutes to the mall, which was OK.

moeyRp . 't i s not worrupR@nhu=c b 1la sUSaDb. o utl 1a5c& ubal |

go
on

ver from our 2018 trip but got 1.0 mil/l
st of teae wmouessetopsati hadndbnesi a plus

there was a cab stand. The Bluebird
2018. The drivers were standing next
the new high speed $s$inkbethatsopkekngh sp
nd is the first |Iine south of the Equat
s nEiamséarvg ng, Opti mal Operation, Outstandi
years and eSaemkaagbBemweaetd Gsom Japan. Ho
donesia received an offer from China that I
re really pissed. The trainsets are a var
pabl e of gROKkméith WRG&®&snh has a maxi mum oper at
20nmMpmh]Jcompari soArc,el AMTIRAKONSS et s reach a maxi m
40km/ h] albeit only on f oNJR|seaxnd oMA. ofActerlaa
erage speed between NYP to DC is only 82mph

O » T a @d O
=)

uth Station.

e driver of the first taxi in line didnoét u
ckily, a younger driver spoke perfect Engl i
ogle maps before and saw tuheats otunteh Vohfo otshhe snta
ly 15.4 kms. away but the drive took over i

@)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhode_Island

rest was on what seemed to be a service road.

yes 000s! The scooters drove between the res
of the taxi. Amazingly | saw no accidents go
The t axi ride was about 35 minutes so | arri
115K Rp. | gave him three 50K notes and he po
gave me 32K Rp change. The stcatuilan bra e xytegqae
east . There were TVMs but | find it easier t

using the PCs on the ship and knewsStlhaess ater e
1735 [train tilmek]wdroe 60 0X%X4 Ripr . [ $37. 80] and b

return. I was told the business c¢class was so
[ $15. 75]. To buy the ticket, | need to show I
passpome. wilt hgot two paper card tickets with C
had sever al eateries and convenience stores.

I went thru the security an

There were several employee
Turns out, |l was in the ver
that had eight <car s. The f
nineiskaés r-ows bfhseat sin
by the window. It was | i ke
AA. The only thing missing
my phone. However, no one w
there was an USfBhypaeretatord otrh
t hem. | settled in for the

cdsed tightly a few minutes
to the Whoosh station was a station for the I

promptly and | quickly switched to a window s
bl ocked by a concrete panelther®Bhiwermgarstevefr atl h
al ong thetrraoiunt espeeldhest arted to incr eatshee t her
end

Sofagds sectionfasterwenEvéastuall apdwe maxe

[ 219 mph]. The <car b nack
Being near the equa i ght
it was dar k.

The train started to slow down and there was
mi nut es, I had traveled 97.22 kms for an avg.
mi nutes | ater [at 1822] | owewWHatweVegal lidamwatsh

n



a thru station and there are plans to expand

ri deslwasmed t he speed maxed out at 150km/ h. Al
avg. speed of 115 mph. As | |l eft the train,
of the station. I had hoped fiorg itto tgeetbeonon h
doors of the other train closed as | was walk
had to go thru exit gates so getting on the e
on board staftfthefleinpirkretsaamns sollt hat all were

The Tegalluar station was smaller and did not
food stalls in the middle of the ground fl oor
bye mall . I made a potty stopveandttholul cwed rt
the waiting room. The entry gates did not op
departure]. Eventually | "Was damlitshddgnea8foowm
XX-XX Sseating. selathad d hwi xdkow The s eiant hwvaasd mu
rest and a met al arm rest that did not fully

attendant was the same one | had onnadthesee i p

much except the |ines of traffic on the highw
many passengers onboard but a | arger number b
wal k forward to see thédeodoselalt o nlgpuxd ihaere ks iwvalsa & X
anything but full. I n fact, there was only o
uncomfortabl y-Rpsaved me 200Kk

The trip back was also 47 minutes. However,

out at 347 km/ h. Il was back at 2002 and went

was a starter for the BlluehBad dt hcea bnsa naen do fl thhaed
down and showekdei saitodo Ghei dgi aed. we were off.
way but drove more on the service road such t
buil dings al wag tbheceooted, whaeth he turned off

P



way. This turned out OK as he had to change
mall at 835PM, one of the shutt | &-RopuspKeuss wa s

Rp for the parkingK-Rplngaee Bahd dhewelt pwbd 6A0Q
change, | got a hand shake. Mind you 2,000 R
500 Rp coins from our prior Itnrifpp.ct laldatolfert hte
in the mall dkeppkdsthe 000s |

Unfortunately, settling up took some time and
ship had | eft. florh atdh & onewati torméd.outTHe hri de be
t han tle trhiedehaljlust had to show my boarding ca
the ship at 922PM. | asked the staff where |
were still open. NOT! I went to bdohé andfth
told me moserldefcemgot t he ship had 24 hr. room
told to |l ook at the menu on
wat chiwelgve od6&hockoHhi ghWw I
movie made in 1949Skearring
stopped the movie so | coul c
of fered full meal s, burgers
pad$Btod ogndeesceent ] amMdFcheeseca
warm w/ nutdtimatmee tor a hite] r
about 20 minutes | ater on a
t hree s maddn diorida tessweorfen 6t
needed.

TuesdahN03/ 2024

The ship was docked in Jakarta overnight. We
the cruise director on the revised schedul e f
t he puppethhedded fade ones. WEV svetr ealoty gbi ggt

went to. brAfakéwmesttatdaovwgn tlo t he 1stwdencogkr ewher e
ot his trip repiprtappoli nhate na faal 193V AM wi th the
out more about mMeot coonedfdtud meagT vews@Iin Present e
Sunday. @naey wpaoss iat ilorni ng crui se offered i n Ma
Lauderldaanlde ,Samti ago, Chile for $8€88§% g£bripemas
cruise on Germanyods El be River for $3995 per

was interested but didndét make anyarby okhonwt. tF
Komot o dragon | izards that only exi stmadn t hre
theaters onetinonaneést matd Dobwrt heddag ahdusomet
evening. These are the | argest iln ztalred swdralndac
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Carol said to meet her for | uncchonitnaitnheer sb uafnfde
ormadj acewhi Ipe elwlee ah®d a 1PM appointment for a
the $BO@Grdncredit received for booking the Ad
free. The $600 credit we got when the origi
ppihe required I ndwenesénant oi daabbat WeBBpp] ar
back to the PCs to write more of this and was

port. There waswhensénseokedmouitoma Wwunhdow I
rushed out on dock and Semar ahgs pextuper assw
nauti cal miles to the east.
Every time | wrote more of this, I also ended
Onienstwansc ec o niphcee st ngns decl aration for Bali. F
having trouble completing the form. |l starte
430PM port talk. After the talk | came back
each spot where info was required, what | nee
the form baefm@r emasnene o¥est and asked me how the
l i brari an. Why me?

For this night, I ma cfe6 @ 1T @lslea v a't

the other of t hWhaemslc arhaed a etsh e urre
asked what netnuwals wandtoende.si an or
Frenclpi ek &d etmicont areeal i zi ng t hat
trans!| aFeadd iaf wtalsel hlen dii emsner was
f unkcyar raot mousse appetizer and |

ginger . We used shoaner dfcroadi tr etma
a bottle of Riesling from the Mo
dinner, we went to see the Vikini

songbook.

T



Wednesday 12/ 04/ 20214

Carol woke me up at 715AM saying to come | ook
There were scores of smal/l boats and ships | a

seemicro@llly the port talk on this the day befor e
point to tawnariddaridaesats i sl and i nl3 4 duphéedspilae b ut
or apps oxX. tHh4e c o ulOf hr\éi &ksi npgod pveekneudsi om a cont ai ne
. xcept this tiri

e
there was no

terminal. I [
|l ater from the
on my tour that
only a handf ul
Cruise ships si
here each mont |
Still, there w;
musical group
fol ks dressed |
native garb t hi

Ry S

meet us. Ther
werne some mpoertaarnds sel ling things and a taxi st
This day we split up and both of wusdaentowm e

to Borobudur, temmpilleat geshvmaBbwhgshi 800t kms. [ 62
of the porthourl tbuwsasr iad & hefietehe at opuort thbyu sssteosp .f rTor
a police escort to facilitate driving on the
el evated and | ocated bet empghethvad d orcrhaurdte sv @I, ©

111
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504 Buddha statli®entway boidlbiwasehabiard®y edh en
|l sl am became the Tag caregaelwags ol s Swlvjaect to

volcanicleéer wasi bowst to history, covered by vo
wa&i scoveredd by St amf onmtdh eRaef fhlaevse ibne eln8 1ndu. | t i
the most recent inl1983. Car ol wansoti sdsauneadg es pteh

stene She waPsM,t hsetroep pteidl If or | unch and was back

Meanwhi | e, | Awlke artRatvial wsaeye Mulsee-ownaed ddemsesh at eat i
pl antation. The Rail way Museum opened back i
abandoned. The station in Ambarawa was buil't

bet ween a cape gauge [3660] railway, part of

111
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standard gauge rai lovalyl.ect iTdhre onfu shkiugnt diroisd ss tae e
roIIing stock. We had time to vi'ebwM ashse occod d hee

for a 7 km. trHupl Iriindge tthoe Tsohecnrttan
smal-80][ di es el h -
by Krupp in Ger

The trip took 3 i ng
| traveled abou or
guite a differe 49
km/ h speed that e d
before.

We reboarded theé ¥r ov

to the near bye Pengol ahan Kopi

govermmendemonstration site that grows coffee
coffee trees twhaaeht cthheed btehaen sbeaannd bei ng roasted.
safprom t he rubberThireewasa sf plrlocwesd ellly a wal ki n

; : ] vari ous
ot her trees
wi t h
bread
fruit
mang o,
cinnamon,
cocoa and
nut meg.
I n the
attached
resort area
we wer e
treated to
snacks

oM



with tea-gamdvnl codlfleye whil e being entertained

1PM, we |l eft for the ship and were there just
Back on board, | attended the port talk for t
pool at the stern. The water was gQuurtaeb awaar, m.
Crucible of I ndonesi,ao¥hkindg pdetndiéshee pRevolf wtri
208 nautical miles to east. After the | ectur
alblut9 of -bomamr domredit and had a BBQ dinner in

Director sanfjamosetéeio®ang$. hib spent the rest
trades and writing up todayods activities.

Thursday 12/ 05/ 2024

After cruising all/l night, the Vi kiondpeNethnau,s ar t
there were scores of shipsalasw@vheoaseh 9 mi gsh.e ha
Surabaya i d9andesésicad
with a popul altti omaofa 3
thriving port that dat
y ealfosc.ent urdciietsyh altlahse
substanti al industri al
busiemsesdt was the site
battle on Nov. 10, 194
forces and | nidndhepe mhsnce.eki BlWhassireaceghhend ¢
National tHeroemmd®mygr ate kt hisahnedotrhicsodamedt mor
the guest | ectures.

We docked by a |l arge t eiranianmd ftehrarti ead.s ol msirdves
selling craf One tkeamamu vagkd smo rken.own asicsi vae tc od d fefe
made from partially digested coffee cherries

[ pooped out] by the Asian palymgciivet [Wei kvera

iR I

|

i liig ‘
{ ‘-F o

l 4 | 0 IA
;&n hdll AA

by folks in their native dr es sWeanbdo aerndteedr tbauisn es
that was only 60% ful . This tiwe haekyailtegnant
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drive to owurouftier,stwes tpap.sekn by sever al histor.

guest |l ecture. The traffic was not a congest
t secooters stick to the extreme | eft | ane [t hi
usS] . The guide also mentioned thatFaorhehries ar e

family of fodoneeach person ha

Our first stop was at some ol der streets wher

ago. | t hokemeTdh ear eoivier e variousndemsenhsmeat bpor
period dress. SWeasthe,tbenhom¢edfifiegd t vt es i der
f r o m-11996485. At the end of t heassoamee eaf, twhee wsehriep
had-upetma welcome tent with refreshments. Back
city. Some of it was depressing as there is t
and small str eaenss.t heYed sienrleutdhiery m@mlpac t ment s.

Evenawd ycame to a botanical garden with wvari ol

on woodenlWwal kways.
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During the tour, we | earned that tkhleuenangrove

Car btohnan any other trees. I had never heard t
shilp. i s <giamploynm tclaetured by the worl dAts tdcdee &m
the wal k, wac oweareed aklteenl tteor wheeatdwet had bEpnaalk
whil e being enteriiai ned by more dancers.

The bus went back a different way thak wd®dumo
hour . Tmhieenspeaedhighway was 80km/ h for cars a
Howewer, bus was in the far right [fastest] I

0J@)



