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Welcome Fellow Modelers! The 90th anniversary of the 

NMRA has been a busy one for our division. As I write 

this there are 62 days remaining until the Philly Express. 

Hosting the regional convention this October will be our 

division’s honor. I am proud of our board and auxiliary 

board members. They are true professionals who are eager to help in making 

the division successful.   

The following is an update of our plans for October: 
 

   1) We have secured the hotel, the Crowne Plaza in King of Prussia. 

   2) We have secured clinics and open houses and are still looking for 

more volunteers and a few more clinicians. 

   3) We will have procured operating layouts and prototype train rides. 

   4) We will host a banquet on Saturday night. There will be a guest 

speaker and awards will be presented for excellence in modeling 
 

There are many venues for shopping and dining in the vicinity of the hotel 

as well as a casino. I am sure if you choose to attend our event, you will not 

be disappointed. 

After the convention, the November Model Railroad Open House event 

begins. We are very lucky to have so many layouts to visit in our division. 

Please show your support for these modelers by visiting their homes during 

November. 

Below are some upcoming dates to be aware of: 
 

   1) September 6 – Philly Express volunteer orientation meet 

   2) October 16-19 - Philly Express MER convention 

   3) November 8 – Philly/NJ Division joint meet in Wilmington, DE 
 

The region is still looking to fill vacancies on the MER board. If you are 

interested please contact a member of the board. 

On a sad note, it is with great sorrow that I mention the passing of a Phil-

adelphia Division member and a close personal friend, Roger Ossman. I met 

Roger about 30 years ago.  He was in a different orbit of modelers. In 2015, 

he joined our Wednesday night operating crew. Our group meets each 

week throughout the year, so I got to know Roger very well. From 2015 until 

last year, he and I traveled together attending the MER conventions and all 

RPM meets. We covered a lot of miles during these travels. We also cov-

ered a lifetime of stories and experiences. He was my confidant and my 

brother. 

He was proud of his service at the Philadelphia Navy Yard. I served on 

two ships that he was involved with. I told him they both sank. He was proud 

of his family and enjoyed spending time with them at his beach house. 

There hasn’t been a Wednesday since he has passed that we haven’t remi-

nisced about Roger and the fun we had with him. We talk about his even- 

keeled personality. He never got angry. He never got flustered. We speak 

about how we had never seen him get upset. There are too few people like 

him. 

He was a valued friend.  I miss him very much.  He will always remain in 

my heart. I’m sure now he is in a better place, free from pain and suffering; 

for that, I am thankful. 

I hope to see you soon at the convention and division meet in November. 
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 September Meet – Volunteer Recruitment and                       
Orientation for Philly Express MER Convention

n Saturday September 6, 2025 the Philadelphia 

Division will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 260 

Mall Boulevard, King of Prussia, PA 19406. The 

exact location within the hotel TBD. Map and directions 

on page 5. The meet will start at 10:00am and likely last an 

hour an a half. 

In preparation for our hosting the 2025 Mid-Eastern 

Region Convention happening 

October 16th through 19th, 

this meet's theme will be 

"Volunteering for the Philly 

Express" to rally, orient, and 

further recruit volunteers to 

help run the convention.  

September's meet will give 

us an opportunity to get    acquainted with the convention's 

site, facilities, ask questions, and "kick the tires." We will 

be discussing all the facets of the convention, including the 

timing and location of all the events. At this time, volun-

teers will be able to learn about the various positions in 

which they can participate and sign up for their preferred 

jobs and time slots. Below are the positions that we need to 

fill: 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the program, attendees will be able to tour 

and familiarize themselves with the facilities.  

Remember that all volunteers, clinicians and interested 

members will need to register for the convention. 

Note: Outside food and drink are not permitted. Plenty 

of eateries in King of Prussia for after the meet.  

Philly Express Update 

e are excited to offer the following convention ac-

tivities: 60+ clinics, 45 confirmed layouts, operating 

sessions, modular layouts 

and displays, contests, 

white elephant sale, door 

prizes, manufacturer dis-

plays, SIG displays, train 

show, Colebrookdale Rail-

road facility tour and ex-

cursion, West Chester 

Railroad excursion, and awards banquet. For details: 

https://phillyexpress.org/. 

While most people reading this are capable of visiting 

the website and registering online, a registration form and 

a convention apparel order form are included in this issue 

just in case. Let us also remind you that the deadline is for 

the early registration discount, August 31, is quickly                  

approaching, so if you haven’t registered, yet, do so right 

away so you don’t forget. If you need to change or add 

anything to your registration, contact the Registrar at mer-

registrar@mer-nmra.com or (410) 442- 0446.  

We expect everyone in the Philadelphia Division to 

come out and join us at the convention, pitch in, have a 

great time, and in doing so help make this one of the best 

conventions ever! 

 
 

Division Board Reorganizes 
his past June, the Division held elections for 

four open positions on the Board of Direc-

tors. The following individuals were elected and 

subsequently installed as directors at the 

board meeting that followed: Jeff 

Witt, Rob Hinkle, Steve 

Wysowski, and Alan Silver-

blatt. Election results analysis 

provided by Mike Dettinger on page 5. The board then 

elected board members to the following positions: 
 

Joe Walters, MMR – Superintendent 

Rob Hinkle – Assistant Superintendent  

Charles Long – Clerk  

Jeff Witt – Treasurer 

 

 

 

Steve Wysowski – Director at Large 

Mike Dettinger – Director at Large 

Alan Silverblatt – Director at Large 

A complete list of chairmanships and duties can be 

found on the Division Organization page and on the web-

site. 

November Model Railroad                

Open House Event  

nce again, the November Model Railroad Open House 

event will be held this fall. Signups to put your layout 

on the tour will begin on September 1st and must be done 

online at http://modelrailroadopenhouse.com/. 

O 
W 

T 

O 

    Division News                                                                

 Convention Setup 

 Registration Desk 

 Contest Room 

 White Elephant 

 Clinic Rooms 

 Vendor Room 

 Train Show 

 General Floor Volunteer 
 

https://phillyexpress.org/
mailto:mer-registrar@mer-nmra.com
mailto:mer-registrar@mer-nmra.com
http://modelrailroadopenhouse.com/
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The Philly Division runs like a well-oiled locomotive. And the best way to keep it that way is through the active parti-

cipation of our division members. The Philly Division’s board of directors strives to create the most positive model rail-

roading experience for all our members.  

The board is open to suggestions from the member-

ship. Board members usually attend all division meets 

and are just a phone call or email away. If you know a 

great location for a future meet, wish to present a clinic 

at a meeting, or have an idea that benefits the Philly 

Division; the board wants to hear from you. Active 

engagement has been the key to the success and longevity of the Philly Division since 1969. 

The board of directors consists of seven members that are elected in staggered two-year terms. Four are elected during 

odd years, and the other three during even years. An election is held every year. Any member in good standing can submit 

their name to the nominating committee which actively seeks candidates in April for inclusion on the ballot sent to the 

membership shortly thereafter. I would encourage every member so inclined to throw their hat into the ring. 

For FY (fiscal year) 2025, we had four open board spots. One incumbent member, Kevin Feeney, decided not to seek 

re-election, however, two members of the general membership stepped forward to insure a full slate of candidates. 

Since FY 2022, we have been using the Election Buddy system to manage our elections. Each member in good stand-

ing that has provided the NMRA with a valid email address receives an email containing a personal ballot and voting in-

structions. Additionally, we have sent a paper ballot to each member in good standing which could be mailed to the elec-

tion team for counting. There are controls in place to prevent members from voting online and submitting a paper ballot.   

For FY 2026, we would like to reduce our costs and eliminate the need to send out a paper ballot to every member. To 

achieve this goal, we need the help of the entire membership by their consideration and thoughts on the ideas presented 

below.  
 

 If you would like to retain paper ballots, please let a board member know. For FY 2025 we received 13 paper ballots 

as compared to the 49 online voters. Another option could be to mail a postcard with a ballot only, leaving candidate 

bios posted online only—or just a note to contact us to receive a paper ballot. The postage for mailing paper ballots 

with bios cost the division over $200.00. This expense could be reduced or eliminated if the membership agrees.  

 Verify that you have your current, correct email address on file with the NMRA. For FY 2025, not all members pro-

vided email addresses. Of the 13 paper ballots received, eight members could have voted online. Five members did 

not provide email addresses. To reduce mailing costs moving forward, we could send paper ballots only to members 

who do not have an email address on file.   

 Election Buddy provides a report on the success of every member email it sends out. With a valid email address, your 

ballot will reach your email. If the email provided is invalid (bounced), the election team can reach out via phone and 

send the ballot to the corrected email address. 

The Philly Division sends a group email notifying the membership that the ballots will be sent out soon after. In under 

24 hours, you should receive your email ballot. It is very possible that the Election Buddy email may get caught up in a 

spam or junk folder. If the ballot is not 

there, reach out to the election team 

and they will send you your voting 

link directly.  

I would like to welcome Alan Sil-

verblatt as the newest member of the 

board and offer my congratulations to 

Rob Hinkle, Steve Wysowski, and Jeff 

Witt for their continued service. Our 

new electees will be joining Joe Wal-

ters, Charlie Long, and Mike Dettinger 

to round out the 2025 board. And a 

very special thank you to Mike Junod 

for his candidacy and to the entire 

membership of the Philly Division for 

their participation. 

    Board of Directors Election Results and Analysis                                                 by Mike Dettinger 
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Joe Bergmaier 
 

Joseph Philip Bergmaier, Jr. passed away peacefully at home, surrounded by his loving 

family. He was 76 years old. 

Born in Philadelphia on September 22, 1948, he grew up in Philadelphia, Croydon, and 

Valley Forge, where he developed the strong family values and work ethic that would define 

his life.  

He met his beloved wife Sandra Woehr, at the Boulevard Dance as a teenager. They mar-

ried in 1969, beginning a devoted partnership that would span over five decades. 

After graduating from LaSalle High School, he proudly served his country in the U.S. Na-

vy from 1969 to 1973. Later, Joe returned to college, earning his degree in Civil Engineering 

from Temple University in 1991. 

Joe dedicated his professional life to construction, working 

for a handful of businesses including Berkeley Construction, 

the company founded by his father. As a respected project 

manager and estimator, he built not only structures but lasting relationships throughout the 

industry. 

A devoted family man, Joe was the proud father of two children, Melissa and James, 

and cherished grandfather to six grandchildren. 

Joe's passion for youth development shone through his years of coaching soccer and 

baseball, where he served as President of the Simpson Athletic Association. Even in later 

years, he continued this commitment by helping coach his granddaughter's soccer and soft-

ball teams, always encouraging young athletes to do their best. 

His hobbies reflected his attention to detail and love of craftsmanship. As an avid model 

railroader, he served as first assistant superintendent, then superintendent of the Philadelph-

ia Division of the National Model Railroading Association, sharing his expertise and enthusiasm with fellow hobbyists. 

Joe led the division decisively through some rough waters as well as our first MER convention in almost two decades, and 

increased participation among members. He was a strong advocate for involving scouts and youth in model railroading. 
 

Roger Ossman 
 

Roger W. Ossman, age 78, passed away following a long and brave hospital stay sur-

rounded by his loving family. 

He was born in Darby, PA to the late Al and Minnie Ossman. He graduated from Col-

lingdale High School in 1966. Roger worked as a pipefitter and retired in 1995 from the 

Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. After retirement he earned an associate degree in Computer 

Aided Drafting from Delaware County Community College. Roger’s love for model trains 

was instilled in him as a child by his father. That interest continued throughout his life. He 

spent many hours working on his basement 

train layout. He was a member of Nordel Mod-

el Railroad Club, the National Railway Histori-

cal Society as well as helping out at Nemours 

Children’s Hospital on their train layout.  

Roger was one of the Delaware crew of the 

Philadelphia Division and faithfully traveled up to the Philadelphia Division 

meets. And speaking of that, Roger helped out the division in a big way. Our 

Wilmington venue would not allow us to leave our trash behind. Every No-

vember, Roger would take the trash home and dispose of it himself.  

He was a man of few words, but those who knew him, loved him. He would 

do anything for anybody - especially his children and grandchildren. Besides 

model railroading, Roger’s other interests were Sudoku, spending time at their 

Lewes beach home, tinkering in the garage and being “Mr. Fixit” for his grandchildren’s toys.  

Roger is survived by his best friend and loving wife Ann (Naughton) of 48 years, his son Tim, daughter Katie and 

cherished grandchildren Brooklyn and Shane. 

    In Memoriam                                                                
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            Directions to the September Meet 

DIRECTIONS:  
  

PA Turnpike East or West: Take Exit 326 Valley 

Forge, I-76E to Exit 328B to US-202N 

From South: I-476 to Exit 16 – Schuylkill Express-

way (I-76W), then see below 

From Philadelphia: Schuylkill Expy (I-76W) - Ei-

ther Exit 328B to US-202N or Exit 327, turn left on 

Mall Blvd. 

From Northwest: US-422 South to US- 202N 

From US-202 North, left on Mall Blvd.  

From US-202 South, right on Mall Blvd. 
 

Independence Ballroom North. From the main 

hotel entrance: Turn left, pass the restaurant and 

make a right at the hallway past the Independence 

South, second door on the right. From the entrance 

next to the Fairfield Inn: Make a left into the first 

hallway and second door on the right.   

 

 

September 6, 2025 

Philadelphia Division Meet – Philly Express 

Convention Volunteer Orientation 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 260 Mall Blvd  
King of Prussia, PA 19406 

 

September 19–21, 2025 

Anthracite RR Modelers Meet 

Reading Heritage Museum  

500 S. Third Street 

Hamburg, PA 19526 

 

October 16–19, 2025 

MER Convention “Philly Express” 

Crowne Plaza Hotel 

260 Mall Blvd  

King of Prussia, PA 19406 
    

November 8, 2025 

Philadelphia/NJ Division Joint Meet 

Brandywine Town Center Community Center 

4050 Brandywine Parkway 

Wilmington, DE 19803 

 

January 2026 (tentative) 
New Jersey/Philly Division Joint Meet 

TBA 

    

February 2026 (tentative) 
Susquehanna/Philly Division Joint Meet 

TBA  

 

Check https://www.phillynmra.org/regional-timetable for links to these and other upcoming events. 

 

     Planning Ahead – Division Meets & Other Upcoming Events  

https://www.phillynmra.org/regional-timetable
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 On Saturday, June 14th the 

Philadelphia Division met in 

Montgomery County, Pennsylva-

nia at Abington Township’s Al-

verthorpe Park. Because of the 

success of previous years, a picnic 

was again held this year. 

Thirty-six division members were signed in, but 

there probably were a few more in attendance who 

were missed at the check-in. We also had two guests 

from the New Jersey Division and a guest from the 

Susquehanna Division. 

Superintendent Joe Walters welcomed everyone 

and conducted the annual business meeting. The first 

clinic presentation featured member Fred Monsimer 

who provided an introduction to modeling the iron 

and steel industry. The second presentation was giv-

en by NJ Division member Drew Marshall who pro-

vided views of Eric Dervinis’s Bloomsburg branch 

of the DL&W. Sadly, Eric passed away recently and close friend Drew wanted to pay tribute to Eric’s extensive involve-

ment in model railroading with a last look at his 

impressive layout. 

Treasurer Kevin Feeney presented an income 

statement for the ten months ended 5/31/2025. 

Revenue totaled $2,174.34 while expenses totaled 

$4,116.57 with the resultant loss $1,942.23 

($184.82 without convention expense). Account 

balances totaled $21,172.25.  

Assistant Superintendent Rob Hinkle provided 

his report. Clerk Charles Long reported that the 

most recent listing from the region showed we have 

240 members in the Philadelphia Division. 192 are 

regular members, 6 are family members, 34 are life 

members, and 8 are promotional Rail Pass mem-

bers. 

Earl Paine presented Achievement Awards on a 

posthumous basis to Eric Dervinis; they were ac-

cepted by his sister who was in attendance at the 

meet.  

The votes received through the election buddy 

online system and mailed in ballots were summa-

rized and presented.  Steve Wysowski, Jeff Witt, 

and Rob Hinkle were re-elected to the board for additional two-year terms. Alan Silverblatt was also elected to the board 

for a two-year term replacing retiring Kevin Feeney. 

Charcoal-grilled hot dogs and hamburgers with all the fixins were provided for lunch by our volunteer pitmasters, Jeff 

Witt, Steve Wysowski, and Steve Salotti. Again, Alverthorpe Park proved to be a great facility and we thank Kevin Feen-

ey for making the necessary arrangements. 

After the meet, attendees were able to travel less than two miles east to visit 

the GATSME/Rockledge Model Railroad Museum layout and similar short 

distances to visit the home layouts of Mark Kessler and Norma Toll. As for 

layout photos, Mark Kessler appeared in August 2024, Norma Toll in August 

2023, and Rockledge in August 2022. 

 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW 
PHILLY DIVISION MEMBERS 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

Peter Becker Community  
Model Raiload Club, Harleysville, PA 

     June Meet Report    by Charles Long, Clerk                                                                                      Photos by Rob Hinkle 

Superintendent Joe Walters, MMR welcomes the attendees and makes 
introductory announcements 

Layout open house hosts awarded their certificates: L to R: Bill Howard 
for Rockledge, Norma Toll, and Mark Kessler, with Layout Coordinator 
Bill Fagan standing behind 
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Officials deliver their reports during the business meeting: 

As model railroaders would say, a nice turnout 

Clinicians Fred Monsimer (above left) and Drew Marshall (above right) receive their appreciation certificates from the super 

Treasurer Kevin Feeney Clerk Charles Long Howard Kaplan, Editor/Webmaster 
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Break time  

Elise Dervinis, sister of Eric Dervinis, accepts 
his Achievement Certificates posthumously 
from the super and AP Coordinator Earl 
Paine   

Grab irons installed  

Pitmasters Steve Wysowski, Jeff Witt, and Steve Salotti prepare and serve lunch  
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Drilling with Wire-Size Bits 
by Drew Marshall 
 

At the Philadelphia Division meet held on 14 June 

2025 newsletter editor Howard Kaplan gave a “what I 

did on my summer break” assignment to the member-

ship. Howard asked the membership to snap a few pic-

tures of their home empires and write a few words. Since 

bare plywood and cardstock mockups aren’t very visual-

ly exciting or appealing I decided to expound upon I top-

ic I frequently read about in various email groups in 

which I am a member: How do you drill with those 

&$#@?! tiny bits and not constantly break them? 

The first mistake the uninitiated make is having too 

much of the bit exposed (figure 1). Most flat, resin car 

kits have side and end castings in the 0.040” thickness. A 

one-piece body kit may have thicker sides and ends to 

account for interior bracing of the casting, usually in the 

0.080” range. I’m using resin rolling stock as an example 

as most modelers are familiar with them, but the item 

does not matter, it could be a structure, a vehicle, or a 

scenery item such as a tree. When drilling into material it 

best to only have 0.010” to 0.020” more than the base 

thickness of the part to be drilled (figure 2). Having more 

bit exposed than required only leads to flexing and bend-

ing of the bit which will result in bit breakage and vo-

cabulary familiar to sailors. No matter the item or the 

material, the biggest cause of breakage (and sailor lan-

guage) is excessive exposed bit length 

The next step to preventing bit breakage is to make 

sure you keep your bit sharp. The easiest way to keep the 

bit sharp is to lubricate it. The easiest lubricant to keep 

on our work areas is a block of beeswax; you can’t spill a 

solid block and cause more sailor language. To use 

beeswax as a lubricant all one must do is occasionally 

push the exposed bit into the block of wax. Some model-

ers give the bit a slight twist while it is in the wax, but I 

have never found it necessary. You can find beeswax on 

the well known online auction website as well as the web 

retailer named for a famous South American rain forest.  

This brings us to the final point: How do you know 

your bit is getting dull? As you drill, the drill should do 

the work with only slight pressure from you. If you have 

to exert force while drilling, it is likely the bit is dull or 

the sharp tip has broken off or been damaged. There is 

also a telltale sign your bit is sharp—the bit should have 

a curled thread of removed material coming from the ar-

ea being drilled (figures 3 and 5). If you are not seeing a 

curl of removed material, your bit is dull and it is time to 

replace it. Also, never force the bit. If it seems the bit is 

not removing material back it out slowly, push it into the 

beeswax and make another attempt. Forcing the bit will 

cause it to break. One final point on materials—the new-

er styrourethanes are soft and easy to drill. I can easily 
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drill all the holes required for several Sunshine, Speed-

witch, Westerfield, or Funaro & Camerlengo with one bit 

using the techniques outlined in this article.  

Since I mentioned topic of resin car kit manufactur-

ers, let me make a few points regarding their casting  

materials. First, the early Westerfield kits (they have an 

Elk Grove Village address) were cast in a lead-filled pol-

yester which is dark in color. This polyester will dull bits 

quickly as well as being very brittle. Second, early     

Funaro & Camerlengo kits were cast in a tan-colored 

Alumilite or tan polyester product which are both quite 

hard and dull bits fast. The tan polyester is also quite 

brittle. One final resin car kit manufacturer I will men-

tion even though the kits are not plentiful on the second-

ary market is Dennis Storzek Modelmaker. Most of you 

are familiar with the late Mr. Storzek’s Accurail line of 

plastic freight cars, but prior to that endeavor, Mr. 

Storzek had a line of resin car kits that are still consid-

ered state of the art today as well as when first offered 

back in 1983. These kits are cast in an epoxy which can 

have varying densities even within the same kit. I have 

managed to drill several kits with one bit and other kits 

required several bits to drill all the holes. With suppliers 

such as Speedwitch (later Sunshine), early ones were 

cast in Alumilite), and Resin Car Works use the newer, 

softer styrourethanes which drill easily.  

One final point to wrap up this topic is where to drill. 

Most kits will include a dimple (figure 5 to the right of 

the drilled hole) where you should drill. Westerfield has in-

cluded a drill starting dimple since their first kit, the 1300 

series XL boxcar, was first offered in the early 1980s. Funaro 

& Camerlengo have finally started including drilling dimples 

in their newer kits, but with many of the older ones as well as 

castings made in worn out molds, (figure 6) you have to cre-

ate your own starting dimple. It is best to use a tool like that 

shown in figure 7 which is nothing more than a denim needle 

in a hobby knife handle. The use of a magnifying device with 

bright illumination is also recommended while creating these 

dimples. I hope these tips will help improve your modeling 

time and decrease your usage of sailor language. Happy drill-

ing!  
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1) How many AEM-7 and ALP44 locomotives did SEPTA have? 

 

2) How many ABB N-5 cars are on the Norristown High speed Line? 

 

Answers on page 28. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  About the author… 
Drew Marshall is a member of the New Jersey Division 

as well as the RPM-Valley Forge. He is a serious modeler 
working on a layout. Most recently he presented a clinic  
for the Philly Division’s June meet. 

       Philly Train Trivia                                                                                                             by Adam Eyring 
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       Division Organization 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (elected) 
 

OFFICERS 
   Superintendent – Joe Walters, MMR (2026) 
   Assistant Superintendent – Rob Hinkle (2027) 
   Clerk – Charles Long (2026) 
   Treasurer – Jeff Witt (2027) 
 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
   Mike Dettinger – Clinics (2026) 
   Steve Wysowski – Member Outreach (2027) 
   Alan Silverblatt – Venues (2027) 
 

HELPER SERVICE 
 

EVENTS  

   Clinics – Mike Dettinger 
   Layouts – Bill Fagan 
   Venues – Alan Silverblatt, Jeff Witt, Kevin Feeney        
Steve Wysowski 
   Refreshments – Bill Fagan, Joe Walters, Kevin Feeney 
   Door Prizes – Mike Dettinger, Kevin Feeney 
   Certificates/Awards/Printed Materials – Earl Paine,  
        Howard Kaplan 
   

MEMBERSHIP 

   Member Outreach – Steve Wysowski 
   Membership Records – Charles Long 
 
 

      Hobby Shops 

Be sure to patronize the following hobby shops that are now offering                 

discounts on model railroading purchases to NMRA members: 
 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM - Earl Paine, Joe Walters MMR, 
     Bill Fagan, Chip Stevens, Steve Hamilton, Mark Wallace  

OPS – Rob Hinkle 

ITEM DONATIONS – Kevin Feeney 

MEDIA 

   Social Media – Rob Hinkle 
   Webmaster – Howard Kaplan 
   Newsletter – Howard Kaplan, Earl Paine, Bill Fagan,             
        Joe Walters MMR, Charles Long  
   Layout Video – Bill Fagan 
   Photography – Rob Hinkle, Howard Kaplan, Bill Fagan    
 

DIVISION APPAREL – Howard Kaplan 
 

 
 
 

 

Henning’s Trains 

128 South Line Steet 

Lansdale, PA 19446 

215-362-2442   

henningstrains.com 

10% in addition to already discounted prices 

 

Please let us know of 

any hobby shops that 

would be interested in 

advertising or offering 

discounts to NMRA 

members. 

AUXILLIARY OFFICIALS (appointed) 
 

   AP Coordinator – Earl Paine 
   AP Committee Chair – Joe Walters, MMR 
   Newsletter Editor/Webmaster – Howard Kaplan 
 

http://www.henningstrains.com/
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     Below are examples of some impressive layouts that I’ve visited. I’ve videoed layouts in Califor-
nia, Idaho, Maryland, Florida, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. 191 layouts with 815 videos 
and 2865 followers on YouTube with 1.518 million views.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

↓ Robert Bucklew’s Quaker Valley RR 

2 levels, 3' aisles, 2% grade, 30" to 48" curves and 44" to 62" high benchwork. HO scale. See 
video here: https://youtu.be/8v_Z15vm-rE?si=6kaW1AY_fm8jzbwl 

Photos are snapshots from videos/slideshows by Bill Fagan  

Jim Grill’s Neshanic RR 

Neshanic River Railroad. 
N Scale, DCC Digitrax con-
trolled. Point to point.  

See video here: 
https://youtu.be/782ZHDyjc
Pk?si=BMfwLtyZcjq5l5K1  

 

https://youtu.be/8v_Z15vm-rE?si=6kaW1AY_fm8jzbwl
https://youtu.be/782ZHDyjcPk?si=BMfwLtyZcjq5l5K1
https://youtu.be/782ZHDyjcPk?si=BMfwLtyZcjq5l5K1
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You can see these videos and other layouts on the Philly Division website: phillynmra.org—
just click on Cab Ride Layout Videos. If you want to see future videos send me your email ad-
dress and I’ll put you on the distribution list. Do you want your railroad or a friend’s railroad vide-
oed? Email me at wfagan@comcast.net.  More to follow in the next issue of The Dispatcher. 
               
                                  Enjoy,   

Bill 
 

↓ Chuck Higdon’s Key West & Northern RR 

Key West and Northern is a multi-leveled HO layout depicting scenes along the Florida East 
Coast Railway. Some scenes in New Jersey and then a small section of Switzerland. The layout 
can be operated by from three up to a dozen people. A one-way run is over 400 feet. Powered 
by MRC’s DCC system with mostly wireless controllers. See video 
here:  https://youtu.be/GlzhOfCDFr0?si=V19gPUsAk2ilEC83 

file:///D:/Temporary%20Data/NMRA/Dispatchers/March%202018/Working/PHILLYNMRA.org
mailto:wfagan@comcast.net
https://youtu.be/GlzhOfCDFr0?si=V19gPUsAk2ilEC83
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The White Rails of Italy 
by Mike Dettinger 
 

TrenItalia is the Italian State Railroad and operates many routes between various Italian cities in three basic service 

levels.  Frecce or Arrow Service offers direct connection between selected Italian cities. The fastest service is Frec-

cerossa (or Red Arrow) which travels at 190 mph. Travel times between Trieste and Mestre, just outside of Venice, are 

approximately 100 minutes.     

InterCity Trains travel at a healthy 125 mph. It is very similar to limited or express trains in the US. They only stop 

at the major transportation hubs between the destination cities. The travel time between Trieste and Venice St. Lucia 

station is two hours. 

Regional Service is very similar to a local commuter service.  It will stop at every station and typically travel at 

slower speeds than the other services. The travel time between Trieste and Venice St. Lucia station is three hours. 

As I was in Trieste, my hope was to take the Frec-

cerossa from Trieste Centrale to Veneaza Centrale, and 

a commuter run across the bridge to Veneaza San Lu-

cia. The entire trip would take about two hours, howev-

er, the goal, of course, was to get on the Red Arrow.   

My traveling companions, however, did not want to 

change trains since we had our luggage in tow. Since 

the InterCity offered direct service—approximately the 

same running time between Trieste and Venice San 

Lucia and was 30% cheaper; it was not an argument 

that I was going to win. We decided taking the Inter-

City service directly to San Lucia Station was the best 

option.  

In Trieste Centrale, the trains and track infrastruc-

ture looked reasonably close to the rail infrastructure in 

southeastern Pennsylvania. As my journey unfolded, I 

noticed something that I had never seen anywhere be-

fore. I will share that unique feature at the end of this 

article. Since I did take a lot of pictures along the way, 

and the journey is just as important as the destination, I will offer the chance to spot this strange railroading practice for 

yourself. 

From the stub end 8-track Trieste Centrale station, our train passed the passenger yard. There was no sign of any-

thing out of the ordinary. The three-axle yard switcher was cute, and different, but not unexpected in Italy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commuter and Limited Trains at Trieste Centrale Station 

Trieste Yard 
 

Yard goat 
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Upon leaving the yard in Trieste this unique feature became really apparent. Here are some photos of general rail-

roader interest. The unique feature can be seen in each of these photos—see if you can spot this unique feature yourself. 
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If you have not spotted the difference, the next picture is a dead giveaway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mainline welded rail in Italy is painted white to reflect the heat of the sun. By painting the rails, they will remain up 

to 20F degrees cooler than without a coating. Cool rails will not expand as rapidly as bare rails; this is important for 

continuously welded rail laid in traditionally hot and sunny locations.  

The introduction of expansion joints to relieve expansion forces would also require speed reductions and sacrifice 

ride quality. The white paint reduces the longitudinal expansion forces on the rails while preventing buckling. Second-

ary lines and storage tracks are typically not painted since the rail is bolted together. 

You can visit: https://pwayblog.com/2016/09/16/white-rails/ for the math and physics involved in painting mainline 

track.   

While painting rail is not a popular American practice, it is good to keep this practice in mind as your modeling may 

take you towards international rail subjects. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

White painted rails on mainline welded trackage 

https://pwayblog.com/2016/09/16/white-rails/
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  About the author… 
Mike Dettinger currently serves on the Philadelphia Division Board of Directors 

as Clinics Chair. He has presented numerous clinics over the years, both for the 
division and region, and for RPM events.  He is also a frequent contributor to The 
Dispatcher.  

Mike’s modeling is eclectic, having dabbled in many scales and gauges, often 
involving the inclusion of decoders for animation. His latest concentration is in N-
scale T-TRAK, for which he has conducted a workshop for the division as well as 
planning to deliver hands-on clinics at the upcoming Philly Express convention. 
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    Prototype Railroad News                                                                          from the Delmarva Timetable  
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  Additional Upcoming Events  
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    Cincinnati Division, MCR 

 
We’d like to make all NMRA members aware of a new, Limited Edition, HO scale freight car that Cincinnati Divi-

sion 7, Mid-Central Region is now offering for sale/purchase. It is a N&W HC-46 ACF 2-Bay Covered Hopper in a 

unique repaint scheme with patched-out data; available in 3 different road numbers.  

The following link provides details about it as well as pricing, shipping and ordering information. 

https://cincy-div7.org/car-projects 

 

       Train Trivia Answers                                                                                                        by Adam Eyring 

1) How many AEM-7 and ALP44 locomotives did SEPTA have? 

 

Answer: SEPTA had seven AEM-7 and one ALP-44 locomotives. 

 

2) How many ABB N-5 cars are on the Norristown High speed Line? 

  

Answer: The Norristown High-speed line has 26 ABB N-5 cars available according to a 2008 roster. 

 

 

https://cincy-div7.org/car-projects
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PRICE NOW $20 PER CAR!  HURRY WHILE QUANTITIES LAST! 

                        SHIPPING COSTS REMAIN THE SAME 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     New Jersey Division 
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Click here for the            
most recent issue 

    Upcoming MER Conventions 
 

 Page: https://www.facebook.com/NMRA.org/ 

Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/nmragroup/ 

YouTube channel:  
    http://www.youtube.com/c/NMRAORGModelRailroading 

If you missed out on any of our previous events, all of the 
videos are saved on the NMRA YouTube channel:  
    http://www.youtube.com/c/NMRAORGModelRailroading 

Click here for the 
most recent issue 

Click here for the 
most recent issue 

    Upcoming NMRA Conventions 
 

Click here for the 
most recent issue 

   NMRA/MER Publications 
 

https://mer-nmra.com/MEReLocal_Files/2025/elocal-v80i04-2025JulAug.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l3-Hv8MrmECywNEDpddJdV8yBx6ZikDNgWX9xs-GqC0LAxktIHOqivueBoRgqKuydwTRCu8qDoj6Env6n0urNFJHUEBlFyHWdh-jqIe8TEePRfK6XOiIISS2982-gA4_47wIXq9KfquSjkHEZY0e396oTXY1tjn0EZ8NtVeIpSdtjm0jEQ7GNKOlW9zMmm3Y&c=67Z5BIu6757sO38T24wBg9JoLUFhuu0TyZUd1pUZESK8d7YXX37ibg==&ch=dvW6saRc_DfZXnMZ96ConpChN862H-BE1SSiBrAsyeqigLeaI1e68g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l3-Hv8MrmECywNEDpddJdV8yBx6ZikDNgWX9xs-GqC0LAxktIHOqiu2Zh8ZoMA6zzGbVcAMZQBGIXaeXNEMlf_sdgMrMz2E0NT9lXqobSJ7XC68anqiywGwoSnYtOSeltf57bWvu6mOtBXc4Ug890BLIdAQm_Hk09ryky0v-Hsrz6JwDgXDbA-2UIZyJbaXX-R1un8EWuBw=&c=67Z5BIu6757sO38T24wBg9JoLUFhuu0TyZUd1pUZESK8d7YXX37ibg==&ch=dvW6saRc_DfZXnMZ96ConpChN862H-BE1SSiBrAsyeqigLeaI1e68g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l3-Hv8MrmECywNEDpddJdV8yBx6ZikDNgWX9xs-GqC0LAxktIHOqirjbP2kgoNJInyYvytoJyAPW2MK0tYOdLkChS_DKr2hymfgfCLXAtcqtv1gtoJ27hg9-x5A6nYCp4TWZZ1HaFfZSmBad_LL8HRbQgTmbdG0Yw8fbuQGXn_W6aGtUZXe30IfguMBALdhvZnsgyonaH_aWnahPzaynhA==&c=67Z5BIu6757sO38T24wBg9JoLUFhuu0TyZUd1pUZESK8d7YXX37ibg==&ch=dvW6saRc_DfZXnMZ96ConpChN862H-BE1SSiBrAsyeqigLeaI1e68g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l3-Hv8MrmECywNEDpddJdV8yBx6ZikDNgWX9xs-GqC0LAxktIHOqirjbP2kgoNJInyYvytoJyAPW2MK0tYOdLkChS_DKr2hymfgfCLXAtcqtv1gtoJ27hg9-x5A6nYCp4TWZZ1HaFfZSmBad_LL8HRbQgTmbdG0Yw8fbuQGXn_W6aGtUZXe30IfguMBALdhvZnsgyonaH_aWnahPzaynhA==&c=67Z5BIu6757sO38T24wBg9JoLUFhuu0TyZUd1pUZESK8d7YXX37ibg==&ch=dvW6saRc_DfZXnMZ96ConpChN862H-BE1SSiBrAsyeqigLeaI1e68g==
https://conta.cc/4oDUCSL
https://conta.cc/4chCxDd
https://phillyexpress.org
https://www.nmra2026.org/
https://conta.cc/45QFRoH
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Short Sleeve Button-Down 
Shirt 

Long Sleeve Button-Down  

Cap 

Polo with pocket 

Our new apparel source is Daylight Sales.  Website: https://www.daylightsales.net/  You can do a search for “PhillyNMRA” 

to find our items, or click here for the direct link.   Email:  daylightsales@gmail.com     Phone: (888) 557-9899.   

 

We continue to offer the Port Authority polo, with or without pocket, and the short- and long-sleeve button down shirts.  As 

before, you can have your name added.  A new offering is a matching cap.  Unfortunately patches are no longer available as 

our emblem is now being directly embroidered onto the items. 

 

Manufacturer’s descriptions and specs:     

 
POLO POLO W/POCKET LONG SLEEVE BUTTON DOWN SHORT SLEEVE BUTTON DOWN 

Cap 

https://www.daylightsales.net/
https://www.daylightsales.net/?s=Philly+nmra&post_type=product
mailto:daylightsales@gmail.com
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/1225_Black#?doScrollToGrid=true
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/112_Black#?doScrollToGrid=true
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/2716_BlkLtStn#?doScrollToGrid=true
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/2716_BlkLtStn#?doScrollToGrid=true
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/2383_BlkLtStn#?doScrollToGrid=true
https://www.portauthorityclothing.com/p/2383_BlkLtStn#?doScrollToGrid=true
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